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INTRODUCTION. 

I HAVE heard and read a great many lectures on the 
Negro and the Sunny South, but not one really 
worth reading. Some have told all the good about the 
Sunny South and forgot the bad. Some have told all 
the bad about the Sunny South, but forgot the good. 
Some have taken great pains to describe the beautiful 
scenery and the delightful climate. Some have told us 
all about the tropical fruits and the beautiful birds. 
Some have described the cotton and the cane — some the 
lovely flowers. 

Others have exaggerated the facts and multiplied the 
faults ; while still others have suppressed the truth, and 
utterly failed to tell us anything really worth knowing, 
or of real value about the Sunny South. 

They have characterized this great picture of nature 
as a little artist would daub the canvas and prostitute 
the painting of a genius. They have failed to tell us 
the actual character and real conditions of the real 
Sunny South. And so I concluded to do it myself — 
thought I would tell you all about the Negro and some- 
thing about the Sunny South. 

During the Civil War a Confederate soldier met an 

Irishman in the state of Tennessee. Whereupon the 

Irishman asked, * * And where are you from ? ' ' And the 

Confederate replied, * ' I am from the state of South 

(7) 



8 INTRODUCTION. 

Carolina, thank the Lord ; where are you from?'* ** I 
am from the United States of America, thank God, " — 
was the Irishman's reply. 

So, I will be allowed to say right here, that I am ex- 
ceedingly glad to have been bom among the West 
Virginia hills and educated in the great West and the 
grand North — no inconsiderable part of the United 
States of America, the first and greatest republic beneath 
the eternal stars. I love the East, the West, the North, 
the South. I love the great Republic, and no sectional 
feeling courses through my veins. 

With a mixture of regret, I am proud to be a member 
of the peerless Anglo-Saxon race. Yet, I am both 
fortunate and unfortunate in being a member of that 
race ; fortunate in not receiving the outlandish cruelties 
and crimes my race has imposed upon the negro race ; 
unfortunate in being a member of the wicked race that 
imposed these awful crimes. 

But I shall now speak principally of that southern 
section of the South, which lies east of the Mississippi 
and south of the Ohio and Potomac rivers — ^better 
known as ** Dixie's Land." 

Now our theme divides itself into two great questions. 
One is the social subject, comprising the industrial and 
educational questions of the whites in the South. We 
will first consider some of the customs and conditions of 
the whites in the Sunny South. And let us fly out on 
the wings of reason, into the air of liberty and the sun- 
shine of thought For in the intellectual firmament 
there is space for every star, — upon the intellectual 
ocean there is room for every storm. 

The bravest condors love to soar above the clouds, 
where the raging storm rides across the dome on thun- 
dering wings of fire. The boldest eagles delight to 
perch and poise among the highest cliffs and crags. 
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where frowning peaks are capped and crowned with 
perpetual ice and snow — ^lit with the sun and stars. 

As an introduction to our theme^ let me paint a 
scenic picture of the Sunny South. Mother Nature, 
the queenly creator of all arts and artists, has flung apart 
the sweeping curtains to the southern sky. And we be- 
hold the swelling scene — a perfect gem and masterpiece 
of natural art On the stage of a world, in the theatre 
of space and time, we see the scenes and situations of 
the blacks, the plots and plays of the whites. 

We view the lurid landscape. The background to 
our picture is the sunlit heavens and the southern seas. 
We see the tropical fruits and forests, where cling and 
creep the trailing vines, hanging and swinging in sweep- 
ing folds, — while gorgeous butterflies and bees and birds 
are flitting from place to place, and sweetly singing 
among a wilderness of flowers. We see the countless 
negroes raising fruits and grains, and we see them toil- 
ing in the fields of cotton, rice and cane. 

We see the stately ships and vessels steaming up the 
roaring rivers and rushing out to sea. We see the 
polished piston give the ponderous engine motion, as it 
roars and races through the land, where the frightened 
flocks and herds are grazing on a thousand sunlit hills. 
We see the southern cities, villages and towns, which 
glow and gleam like gems on every vale and plain. We 
see the pleasant valleys and the sunny slopes covered 
with flowers. And we see the lofty Alleghany ranges, 
whose granite gates are smitten from eternal quivers 
of the sun. 

But while this matchless scenery gives throb and 
thrill, pulse and motion to the delighted mind, there is 
a mightier scene which looms up before us in peerless 
splendor, and ebbs and flows much nearer to the shores 
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of the human soul ; and that is a view of the singular 
manners, customs, ways and means of our fellow citi- 
zens in the Sunny South — ^the strange mingling of comic 
incident and dramatic action in the great tragedy of life 
and death. 

But no word painter can truly picture or portray 
the many-colored lights and shadows of the human 
heart. For man is as many-sided as rocks are many- 
formed. So let us plunge right into the science and 
philosophy of our subject Let us fathom the lowest 
depths of thought, cast aside the dregs, the dross and 
chaflF, and produce the uncounted gold and unnumbered 
pearls and gems. 

In the first place, we must correct a sad and serious 
mistake. And here is the mistake : We too often judge 
the modem South by the ancient South. But we should 
remember that the Sunny South of to-day is far from 
the Sunny South of forty years ago. 

We sometimes forget that the onward march of pro- 
gress has revolutionized the world — forget that man is 
an intellectual growth, ever undergoing the influence of 
circumstances, time and place and change. 

During the Civil War, the South attracted the atten- 
tion of the civilized world. The peculiar manners and 
customs of its people became perfectly familiar to all 
mankind. 

The northern soldier even, who had marched and 
slept and fought upon the southern fields of battle, re- 
turned to the arms of his family fireside, where he 
related many thrilling, startling stories about this mys- 
terious Sunny South. 

By the exciting scenes of mighty events, the memory 
is strengthened to retain the pictures of the past. So 
the great event of the Civil War so deeply impressed 
these stories upon the mind of man — so firmly fixed them 
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in the very nature of his being, that they linger in the 
open mouth of rumor, or fall as facts from the withered 
lips of tradition. They bribe the judgment, misdirect 
the understanding, and make it impossible for us to see 
the present conditions of the South as they actually are. 
While these curious, entertaining stories vividly de- 
scribed the South in days of old, nothing could be 
further from the truth at the present time. So to do 
justice to the human race, we must cast aside these 
misconceptions and mistakes, and behold the modern 
Sunny South as it stands before the glimmering light 
of the twentieth century. 



//. 

SCIENCE OF NORTHERN CIVILIZATION. 

WHILE the South has made considerable progress 
in the last thirty years, it can in no way be com- 
pared with the North. In its educational advantages, 
in its social conditions, in its industrial pursuits, in its 
political institutions and in its intellectual development, 
it is indeed, far behind the North. This is not only rec- 
ognized by the North, but it is cheerfully admitted by 
the brightest and the best — by the intelligence and wis- 
dom of the South itself. 

During the last thirty years, the North has made the 
greatest discoveries and inventions ; reached the rarest 
accomplishments and attainments ; fathomed the great- 
est depths and gained the greatest heights of civilization 
and enlightenment of any nation on the globe. 

They have wrought the grandest triumphs and 
achievements of the heart and soul. They have sub- 
dued the subtlest and profoundest laws of nature. They 
have conquered and enslaved the most powerful forces 
of the universe, that they may do the work of the 
world. They have mastered the most marvelous mira- 
cles and mysteries of hand and brain. Furthermore, 
they are among the noblest, greatest, grandest people 
that ever touched this orb of dust and dew. 

Since there exists this remarkable difference between 

(12) 
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the North and the South, let us dig down to the very 
bed rock to discover the cause. Let us undermine the 
foundations of progress and drink from the springs of 
action, before we launch upon the waves of a mighty 
theme. 

What is the cause of this striking contrast between 
the North and the South ? How can we account for this 
vast diflference between the advancement of the South 
and the civilization of the North ? Why is it that these 
two sections of the greatest republic on this planet are 
so familiar with, and yet so apart from each other ? 

They are traversed by the same railroads. They are 
both ringing with the music of the same telegraphic 
wires. They are both protected by the same beautiful 
banner of the free. They both have equal access to the 
fountains of liberty and learning. They both speak 
the same language — ^have the same facilites of commerce 
and transportation — ^have substantially the same un- 
bounded natural resources — ^have equally fertile and 
productive soils, and equally valuable products. 

The same sun shines ; the same showers fall on North 
and South alike, and yet the contrast is so amazing — so 
awakening and so great, that when one travels from the 
North to the South, or ifrom the South to the North, he 
feels as though he had been carried to a foreign land. 

What is the reason — the cause of this? It is all a 
question of physical vigor and mental strength ; all a 
question of physical activity and intellectual develop- 
ment. And this peculiar physical and mental condition 
is the consequence of the climate — the inevitable result 
of nature. For this nobody is responsible — nobody to 
blame. 

It is all a problem of elemental forces, of natural sur- 
roundings and social customs, ways and means, which 
mould and shape the minds of men. It is all a matter 
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of climatic influence and the peculiar social conditions 
to which the South is naturally bound. If then, it is a 
climatic and social phenomenon, let us seek the source 
to demonstrate the origin and beginning of this strange 
civilization in the Sunny South. 

How can we account |for the rapid strides and won- 
drous progress of the North? Let us see. It is all a 
perfectly natural consequence, and we account for it 
by perfectly natural causes. 

The summers of the North are short — the winters long 
and cold. During the summer, men think of the bitter 
blasts and eternal snows of winter. They see the sun 
sinking in the southern sky — their homes covered with 
mantles of ice and snow. They feel the pangs of frost 
and storm. They have shared the happiness of the fire- 
side, and they have breasted the gales and tempests 
from the icy halls of the North, 

They know what it is to pleasantly spend their winter 
evenings, surrounded by loving friends and useful books. 
With carpets on the floors — ^pictures on the walls, where 
the lights and shadows meet, they are thrilled with the mel- 
ody of music, and their every hour is jeweled with a joy. 

They thus realize the difference between the pleasure 
and peace of providence, and the grief and pain of indo- 
lence. They know that a summer of idleness and 
prodigality means a winter of poverty and pain, of 
desolation, despair and death. They know, too, that a 
summer of industry and economy means a winter of 
solid comfort — of perpetual joy. 

Men are thus aroused and actuated by a sense of duty 
to provide for the yet to be. This sense of duty is the 
engine of activity, and activity is the mother of all 
wisdom, genius, art and song. It has filled the world 
with wealth and thought, and from its deft and tireless 
hands the beautiful is bom. 
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Another thing, in a frigid climate people are com- 
pelled to exercise themselves — obliged to speedily move 
about in order to keep warm. This has an awakening 
and invigorating influence on body and mind. It tends 
to create great physical force and mental power. 

Men reared and cultured in such a zone, are capable 
of great physical exertion and endurance, of intense and 
profound mental application. They are restless when 
unemployed. Their ingenuity knows no bounds and 
you cannot keep their reason still. 

Under such climatic influences, the mind has such a 
longing — such a hungering and craving desire to dis- 
cover and explore ; to observe, investigate and invent, 
that in spite of ourselves, we are forced to advance. 
Therefore, necessity is the pioneer of progress and 
always leads the onward movement of the human race. 

Inactivity dwarfs the body and impoverishes the mind. 
It obstructs the pulse and motion of the soul and lets the 
children of the brain perish in the womb of thought. 

Then there is another thing. People in a northern 
latitude require more of the necessaries of life than those 
in a warm climate. They need wartner homes — more 
and warmer clothes — more and costlier food — bum more 
fuel. 

And I might repeat that they generally wear more 
and better clothes ; eat more and better food, and their 
food is cooked better, and their clothing fits them better, 
and they are practicdly better looking than the inhabit- 
ants of torrid zones and sunny climes. 

So, too, nearly all of our means of existence, of earn- 
ing a livelihood, require more labor and a greater 
expense. Therefore, where the cost of existence is 
greatest, the expenditure of money, mind and muscle 
must necessarily be greatest. 

All of these necessaries and luxuries of life are the 



l6 SCIBNCB OP NORTHB&N CIVILIZATION. 

products of labor and toil. Then how must we obtain 
these things? Primarily, they are the products of 
nature. Secondly, they must be dug out of the ground, 
captured from the air and brought from the forest, and 
we must expend or exchange for them a part of our 
mind and muscle — a part of our wealth and thought. 
We must discount our minds and muscles at the royal 
exchange of toil. The production of these necessities 
sows the seeds and germs of motion, which bud and 
blossom with the fruit of progress, love and joy. 



III. 

Philosophy of Southern civilization. 

IP the common civilization of the North is due to the 
cold climate, then to what can we attribute the 
curious enlightenment of the South ? Let us see. It is 
all a question of the geographical location of that 
country. While the winters are pleasant, mild and 
short, the summers are long and intensely warm. In 
the extreme South, the winters are genial and cool — the 
summers extremely hot. 

The inhabitants do not require so much protection 
from climatic influences, and are not compelled to pro- 
vide the extra necessities for the future, as those in the 
North. In this latitude, man requires less food and 
fuel, less comfortable homes, less clothing to keep 
him warm. 

The short farming season of the North compels the 
tillers of the soil to store up food and fuel against the 
miserly and desolate winters. In the South, the farmers 
of the fields are not required to hoard away these enor- 
mous supplies of provisions — ^not obliged to gamer in the 
golden fruits and grains. 

In the central South, little more than ordinary effort 

will supply their needs. In the southern South, winter 

and summer are practically the same throughout the 

year, and only common care is necessary for man to exist 

(17) 
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Under these circumstances, man has little ambition to 
accumulate — little desire to provide more than will 
naturally sustain himself. He is not progressive and he 
is always slow to advance. 

There is still another thing. An exceptionally hot 
climate, as well as a severely cold, is injurious to the 
highest physical or intellectual development The in- 
tensity of heat fills our natures with stupidity. We 
must remain quiet to keep cool. We become inactive, 
drowsy and unconcerned about ourselves or the welfare 
of the world. Our chief aim is to exist by the least 
possible exertion and expense. We become bodily 
stupid, mentally sluggish, morally dumb and somewhat 
insensitive to the ringing voices of progress. 

By fostering the stupidities and follies of the sluggard, 
we are doomed to bask in the gentle sunshine of idle- 
ness forever. We are unconcerned about the afiairs of 
men. We care little about the education of our race — 
little about the beauty and convenience of our homes. 
We have no desire to improve or beautify the world ; no 
aspiration to enlist in the formost ranks of the great 
battle of life ; no ambition to ascend the rugged heights 
to gain the glittering summits of fortune and fame. 

While heat has a natural tendency to make our mo- 
tions slow and groggy, it certainly intensifies our anger 
into rage. When we are highly heated by exercise, by 
artificial or climatic warmth, our temper is more readily 
aroused than when we are cool. It makes the mind im- 
pulsive, irritable, inconsiderate and impetuous — quick 
to wreak revenge. When its anger is aroused, it bursts 
forth in deadly fury and often vents itself in crime. 

A hot climate cramps the conscience, impairs proper 
mental growth, and prevents the highest action of the 
powers of the mind. This is the cause of the terrible 
mob and lynching spirit in the South, where desperate 
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weapons are employed to settle disputes among the 
whites and against the blacks. So this lynching law is 
the result of obnoxious climatic and social conditions ; 
that is to say, the product of natural environments and 
social surroundings. When considering elemental in- 
fluences, we must include the influence of education on 
the northern mind, which was not generally exercised 
on the southern brain in early times. 

Another thing. While the natural requirements for 
the existence of humanity are largely controlled by 
latitude, man has greatly increased his obligations by 
increasing his luxuries and conveniences — ^his accommo- 
dations and advantages of life ; by discovering and dis- 
charging the duties and relations he naturally sustains 
to his fellow man. 

When men thus realize these relations and responsi- 
bilities, and pledge their mercy and manhood to perform 
a. kindness, their sense of honor rises in the sacred scales 
of justice and they are impelled to act. Their sense of 
love and pity prompts and moves them to protect and 
comfort suffering humankind. The performance of 
these duties adds another energy — a. new lever, as it 
were, to the great and onward movement of human 
progress. 

Since the climate has greatly smothered the ambition 
of the South, the South consequently demonstrates less 
generosity and benevolence — less charity and ingenuity 
than the North. Their manners and customs are some- 
what antiquated and sometimes rude ; their implements 
and tools frequently old-fashioned, crude and cheap. 
Yet, their chivalry and hospitality is equal to the 
greatest in the world. 

As a rule, they pay less taxes ; maintain and perpetu- 
ate fewer asylums for their unfortunate and insane; 
provide fewer homes of charity and mercy for the help- 
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less, decrepit and infirm. And the accommodations and 
comforts of these institutions can, by no means, compare 
with those of the North. 

Their criminals and convicts of jails and penitentiaries 
— their inmates and victims of reformatory institutions, 
receive far less care and kindness, and enjoy no such 
pleasures and privileges as are generally furnished for 
such unfortunates by the generosity and sympathy of 
the North. 

In short, their agricultural, mechanical, educational, 
governmental and theological — and their every social 
and industrial endeavor requires far less effort, far less 
activity of body and mind, than those of the North. 
The accomplishment of these things requires great 
physical and mental exertion, and when they are not 
performed, the existence of humanity requires just that 
much less of hand and brain. 

Then, one great reason why the South is not as pro- 
gressive as the North is, because it has not obligated 
itself to perform these duties for humankind. Nothing 
can be plainer |than this, and from these conclusions 
there can be no possible escape. 

What more? Well, there is another consideration. 
Did the ruthless Civil War affect the prosperity of the 
South ? We shall presently see. 

While in the end, the Civil War was the greatest 
blessing that could have come to the South, it was 
certainly a frightful calamity at the time. It left nearly 
all the brave young men of the South, mouldering and 
bleaching on the field of battle. It liberated the slaves 
and thereby tore the pillars of toil from the temple of 
southern industry. 

It burned and buried their cities and towns in smok- 
ing ruins, ravaged their plantations and homes and left 
their once fair and prosperous land almost a desert 
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waste. It filled the laud with waste and want — ^with 
empty homes and unsupported soldiers, widows and 
orphans — ^with all there is of devastation, disaster, dis- 
ease and death. 

The soldiers who returned and the men who stayed at 
home, were only the wrecked and shattered remnants 
of a ruined race. They returned to find their homes 
destroyed — their hungry wives and children in rags, 
with outstretched arms begging for bread. Where the 
glad sky once smiled upon aristocrats and slaves, it 
now laughed and mocked adversity to scorn; and it 
shed its holy light upon the faces of the free. 

Under this deplorable condition of affairs, the South 
at once began to rally her scattered forces, to enlist in 
the swelling ranks of the powerful army of progress. 
When the South aroused from the consternation of a 
desperate war, she found herself confronted by, not only 
the misfortunes of the great Rebellion, but she found 
herself burdened with the gigantic obligation of edu- 
cating her people and improving her vast domain. 

I repeat, that while it is generally admitted that the 
Civil War and the liberation of the slaves were the de- 
struction of southern progress, this is a wrong conclusion. 
While it was a temporary gloom, it was the real key 
which unlocked the conditions and resources of the 
South to the gateways of the world. It destroyed the 
worthless weeds and gave the plants of industry and 
education a chance to thrive. 

If the South had been equally developed with the 
North at the beginning of the War, we might attribute 
its backward condition to the great events of that War. 
But this was not the case. For the South was much 
further behind the North before the War than it is at 
the present time. 

And there is another question. We must bear vol 
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mind that until the Civil War, the southern whites wen 
virtually supported by the slaves. These slaves were 
kept busily employed by a white superintendent — ** the 
boss. ' ' In this way nearly all the whites were not only 
free from toil, but they forgot even how to work, in the 
broadest and best sense of the word — forgot even how to 
superintend the negroes at work. 

They lost an active interest in, and lacked a practical 
understanding of the primary principles of business 
aflfairs. In brief, they did not know that labor is the 
real source and basis of all wealth. An engineer un- 
familiar with his work, is incapable and unfit to oversee 
that work ; hence the stagnation of industrial ideality 
in the Sunny South. 

So, when slavery died out in the ashes of the past, 
they were not only indolent and disinclined to toil, 
but they hardly knew how to work, and still they 
were compelled to support themselves. Labor was 
branded as low and degrading, only fit for the man in 
black. 

Thus they had two great problems to solve. They 
had to master their idleness — had to overcome and curb 
their natural desires for the luxuries of an aristocratic 
life ; then they had to learn how to get happiness out of 
their minds and muscles besides. This was a great and 
laborious task. 

And even to-day, the southern whites have compara- 
tively little energy and industry as compared with the 
North. They lack the pluck and push — that restless 
enterprise and perseverance, which charadlerize the hust- 
ling, bustling, industrious North and West. Their slow 
and easy bodily motion is the child of slavery and of 
climatic heat. 

Then, two strong reasons why the South has been so 
slow to advance are, because her people had to suppress 
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this sense of idleness and educate themselves how to 
work besides, before they could rapidly succeed. 

So, too, there is yet one other thing. (This is a great 
subjedl.) And that is a question of the living influence 
of slavery on the South in the present age. Did the 
cruel curse of slavery blight and blast the progress of 
the South ? Was it, as well as the climate, one of the 
plagues and pests that withered the fair fame of the 
Sunny South ? I answer, yes. Let us ascertain if this 
is true. 

In the days of slavery, the Southern whites were 
largely supported, clothed and fed by the negro slaves. 
The slave was bound to serve his master's will, or bare 
his naked back to receive the burning lash. The serv- 
ant performed all of his master's errands ; blacked his 
boots and shoes — ^washed and mended and brushed his 
clothes — produced, prepared and served his food — fed 
and harnessed his horse, cared for his carriage ; plowed 
and planted the seeds — cultivated and stored away the 
crops — toiled and tilled in trouble and tears the parched 
and stingy fields. 

But this is not all. In the days of slavery, when a 
white babe was bom, it was immediately provided with 
a negro nurse. This nurse, as far as possible, satisfied 
this babe's every desire. It was reared and taught to 
believe that this nurse would be its waiter throughout 
all the years to come. The child thus grew up in lux- 
ury and indolence, and depended upon the negroes for 
its care and keeping, — for its protedlion, comfort and 
support. 

While it was thus rocked in the lap of pleasure and 
plenty, it became the worthless creature of negligence 
and careless unconcern. This shiftless desire became 
engrafted and ingrained so deep into man's physical and 
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mental constitution that it formed a common stock of 
his natural being. 

When slavery disappeared, this idle nature still re- 
mained — remains unto this day. It impoverishes the 
individuality and petrifies the spirit of independence in 
the Sunny South of to-day. It destroys the nobility of 
labor and liberty — captures, chains and crucifies the am- 
bition of body and brain. 



IV. 



SEQUENCE AND SEQUEL OF ACTION. 

NOW we have been told that the early settlers of 
North and South, were pradlically the same na- 
tionality of women and men, with pradtically the same 
capabilities and opportunities. We have been told that, 
had they industriously managed the mighty multitude 
of slaves, they could have been the most prosperous and 
enlightened people on earth. We have been shown 
that nature dowered them with inexhaustible and inval- 
uable supplies of natural resources, with a priceless leg- 
acy of climate, soil and health. We have been shown 
that in spite of all of this and these, the South is far 
behind the North in all essential modes of trade and 
thought. 

And moreover, why ? Because (bearing in mind the 
influence of climatic and social laws) the marvelous 
progress of the North is the fruit and flower of an aftive, 
investigative and creative intelledluality — the blossom 
of the brain. Because the North finally hated slavery 
and originally founded her civilization on the nobility 
of industry and education. Because the South always 
loved slavery and originally neglefted colleges and pub- 
lic schools — never dreamed of public schools till after 
the Civil War. 

In fact, the majority of their people, especially the 

(25) 
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aristocratic class, boldly denounced public education as 
a ruinous pest and fraud. Even now, many influential 
citizens in the South bitterly oppose an educational sys- 
tem maintained at the public expense. About three 
years ago, the churches of North Carolina were trying 
to wrench the State University from State control, un- 
der the pretense that it does injustice to the masses — 
** the common people.'* 

While the North was devotedly employed in develop- 
ing her internal improvements, the South was busily 
engaged in enlarging her infernal improvement — slavery. 
In this way the South smuggled and smothered her pos- 
sibilities and misdirefted the energies of the negro race. 
Her energy and aftion suflFocated in the dead calm of 
stagnation and inaftivity. We now understand that the 
civilization of North and South is the consequence of 
natural and social conditions. 

We have just viewed a picture of the natural laws that 
regulate the civilization of the North and South — of the 
world. As civilization is the product of man, so man is 
the product of nature. Every man is physically and 
mentally the consequence of his natural and social sur- 
roundings. We are all the unavoidable creatures of our 
natural environments and social conditions, and the 
South is no exception to the rule ; and we are good or 
bad, great or small, just in proportion to our ignorance 
or intelligence — just in proportion to our good judgment 
and practical common sense. 

Every man receives from the impressions of experi- 
ence, from his association with nature and the aflFairs of 
men, all his mental capacity is capable of receiving and 
retaining, and the intelledl expands just to the extent 
that nature mingles with, and mirrors forth her laws 
and beauties in the brain. 

Every msm who enjoys the gentle fragrance of a flow- 
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er; every man who stands upon the tragic cliflFs and 
strangely gazes on the sad and solemn sea ; every man 
who sits beneath the silent stars and listens to the many 
voices of the night ; every man who sees and feels the 
joys and tears of the human race, who looks upon the 
speechless and pathetic dust of the cold and breathless 
children of the tomb ; — every one receives from these 
scenes, all his mental conditions are capable of receiving. 
Above and beyond this, the ability of a man to receive 
and retain a passion or a thought, is perfedlly powerless. 
This no scientist or philosopher will or can deny. 

Furthermore, every man is, to a certain degree, the 
production of his age and generation, and what is true 
of individuals is true of nations. Most of us are men- 
tally incapable of resisting the influence of the ignorant, 
childish blunders and beliefs of superstitious men. We 
are taught to believe through faith and fear, through 
persecution, prosecution and the intolerance of man, 
that the religions, governments, manners, fashions and 
legends of the past and present, are the only pilots of 
the human race. With the dust of hypocrisy on our 
knees, we blindly and dumbly believe through credulity 
and fear the tearful ignorance of our day. We want 
more independence of mind — ^more fearless freedom of 
thought. 

Show us a man satisfied with his father's manners, 
ways and means and we will show you a man looking 
towards the dungeons of savagery — not a blessing but a 
burden to the human race. In the grand review of 
progress, the watchword is Advance. Show us a man 
who has the moral and physical courage to attack the 
great political and religious monsters of his time, and 
we will show you a scientist, a philosopher, an intellect- 
ual athlete wandering through the night of ignorance 
and feeling for the pillars of authority. He is more 
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than ordinary man who rises above the ignorance of his 

age and comprehends the sublimest of truths, that the 

universe is governed by law ; that human progress 

moves by natural law. 

Such mental heroes — such apostles of truth — such 

restless kings of thought, are the only useful and the 
only truly great. 

The children of men are divided into two classes, two 
kinds : the many who are contented to follow the 
majority, and the few who think and act for themselves, 
the leaders of the forward movement of the human race ; 
the many with their backs towards the dawn, looking into 
the dead night of ignorance and superstition ; the few who 
hold high in their hands the holy torch of reason, while 
on their shining foreheads falls the golden dawning of a 
grander day ; the many ignorant and unclean saints and 
cynics, beckoning back the human race to the chains 
and fires of savagery ; the fearless few who are breaking 
chains from captive hosts and trampling down the walls 
of ignorance, the greatest obstruction across the path of 
progress. 

For my part, give me the tide and tempest out on the 
shoreless sea of thought, where the storm of life is fierce 
and dark and the scene grows more and more intense — 
give me these in preference to the dead calm of passive 
indiflFerence, where the ship of reason rots and ruins 
along the sunny shore. 

Let us apply the great principle that man is the prod- 
uct of his environments to the fa6ls and arguments 
herein produced, and we will see its light and truth re- 
flefted in the civilization of the Sunny South. And in 
the following tribute, reflection will impress upon our 
minds the law of a<Stion, which is fundamental in, and 
underlies universal growth and decay. A6lion dethrones 
monarchs and kings, builds republics, and overthrows 
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empires ; causes constitutions to be bom, and crushes 
crowns to crumble back to dust. 

In this connexion and conclusion there are two great 
truths of which I want to speak, and which I beg of 
you, to never forget. I want you to ever remember that 
a<Stivity and industry of body and brain, will clothe the 
present with the beautiful robes of happiness and peace 
— will crown the future with the royal light of a grand 
and glorious civilization. 

Recolledl, too, that inactivity and indolence will doom 
the proudest empire to decay, and scatter along the 
gloomy path of intelledlual retreat all the grand accom- 
plishments and achievements of the children of men. 

Let me contrast the idea of aftion and growth with 
the idea of motionless decay. Adlion is life. Decay is 
death. It is the nature of the laws and forces of the 
universe to utterly destroy that which fails to advance. 
The grand procession of evolution is the law of adlion in 
operation on the stage of time. 

The patient philosopher whose vitality ceases to 
course his veins, yields to the Ividlorious chill of death. 
The gigantic oak, whose lofty boughs have defied the 
storm for years, crumbles back to dust when he surren- 
ders his vital power. 

The pure crystal stream that gushes and gurgles from 
the crags of the granite of eternal hills — ^when it fails to 
flow — ^becomes a stagnant pool which pollutes and pois- 
ons the very air we breathe, with the deadly seeds and 
germs of death. 

In short, where growth is obstructed and power is 
lost ; where motion is dead and lifeless ruin reigns 
supreme, the wheels of progress will rust on the rails 
and bleach in the sun and storm. Music would go back 
to common air, and all the sublime and subtle forms of 
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inspiring and enchanting art, would lose proportion and 
become expressionless. The universe would become the 
unmeaning waste and want of time — the wrecked and 
shattered spoil of thoughtless chance. 

If destruction and death are the bitter fruit of inactiv- 
ity, then what are the rich rewards of growth and 
motion? I^et us see. Action rules the universe and 
beautifies the world. Action has led the human race 
from the starless night of ignorance to the cloudless day 
of thought Action has purified the brain and civilized 
the heart. 

Action has cleared and tilled the farms, built and 
beautified the homes. Action weaves the cloth we wear 
— ^prepares and digests the food that gives us life. Ac- 
tion has enriched the world with liberty, intelligence 
and love. Action has liberated the slave and is now 
unchaining his body and brain. 

Action has blessed the world with all the great dis- 
coveries and inventions — with all the triumphs and 
achievements that have added to the sum of human 
knowledge. Action has filled the world with all there 
is of beauty, wealth and use — all there is of reason, 
science, art and song. 

Action guides and holds the circling planets in their 
course and covers the earth with beautiful fruits and 
fragrant flowers. Action inhales the mists and fogs 
from land and sea, to refresh and quench the parched 
and thirsty ground with dew and rain. Action gener- 
ates the mighty storm, whose tireless wings fill the sky 
and sweep the plains ; whose outstretched arms ravage 
and wreck the unprotected ship upon the shoreless sea. 
Action bursts the bosom of the earth and builds a 
mountain range, whose majestic top is capped with 
clouds while running red with rivers of fire. 




INTRODUCTION TO THE NEGRO PROBLEM. 

NOW, we understand the laws of progress and a little 
something about the cause and nature of the 
civilization of the Sunny South. I now submit the case 
and cause to the verdict and decision of a thoughtful 
consideration. Then there is the negro problem — the 
greatest problem of them all. 

In the next place, let us take up the negro question, 
and let us discuss it as it stands before the enlightened 
world. I want to express my ideas on this question, 
believing that what will influence me will convince the 
average American citizen. On this subject I shall tell 
exactly what I think, and what in my judgment, are 
the conditions, the prospects, the hopes and aims of the 

groes in the Sunny South. 

Of course, everybody knows that in 1619, at James- 
town, Virginia, negro slavery was introduced ; that the 
United States of America tolerated and perpetuated this 
infamous institution for two hundred and forty-four 
years. For two hundred and forty-four years, beneath 
our own beautiful banner of the free, the heartless 
strokes of cruel whips scarred the backs and maimed the 
bodies of unpaid toil. 

For two hundred and forty-four years, a helpless race 
knelt in the dust and bowed their naked backs to receive 
the savage lash as legal tender for labor performed. 
For two hundred and forty-four years, the wants and 

(31) 
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wails of little children, clutched from their mother's 
arms, went up to heaven unheard. 

For two hundred and forty-four years, helpless and 
unpitied men, women and children were chained to the 
whipping post, imprisoned in the slave-pen, and sold 
from the auction block like wild beasts of the fields. 
For two hundred and forty-four years, all the sacred re- 
lations of a race — all the tender ties of father and moth- 
er, sister and brother, husband, wife, and child, were 
crushed beneath the brutal feet of heartless might 

For two hundred and forty-four years, the ring of the 
master's whip, and the bark of bloodhounds chasing 
women and children through the land, were considered 
the music of the southern nation. For two hundred and 
forty-four years, right here on our beautiful plains and 
sunny slopes, where the children play and the flowers 
bloom, where the birds sing and the sun shines — the 
bodies of human beings, covered with chains and cring- 
ing with fear, were stolen, bought and sold— <:ame and 
went as common property, as common produdls of the 
soil. 

We know besides, that they were not only deprived 
of their freedom, but that their education and general 
improvement were sadly neglected and their liberty ig- 
nored. It was considered an oflFence, punishable by the 
most uncivil penalties, to teach a slave even his a, b, c's. 
We know, too, that if slaves assembled in groups or vis- 
ited their neighbors and friends, without their master's 
consent, they were severely punished by their masters 
and the law. 

They were woefully ignorant*, and it was the special 
business of these masters — the christian duty of those 
who talked about the civilizing influence of foreign 
missionaries, to keep them ignorant, wretched and 
depraved. 
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Their education was despised ; their morality was 
kept debased ; their rights and liberties were lost and 
dead ; their persons were violated and outraged by the 
beastliest debauchery and crimes. 

Every spark of independence, every blaze of individu- 
ality, every noble sentiment and emotion that budded 
and blossomed in their souls, was stifled and strangled 
from their heads and hearts. 

They were scullions and mendicants — social outcasts, 
beggars and waifs, who stood in kitchen halls — ate the 
scraps and crusts — cringed and crawled before the iron 
wills of merciless power. 

Thus their every ambition and aspiration was hum- 
bled, humiliated and degraded beyond the power of 
tongue to tell. And that humiliation, that abject 
servility and servitude, was bom and bred so deep into 
their very natures, that unto this day, most southern 
negroes feel themselves beneath the whites — regard the 
whites as their superiors. 

In saluting or addressing the whites, they lift their 
hats and politely bow with all obeisance and subjection, 
as if they lived where great Caesar reigned and ruled. 

However, while some are rude and rough, in the art 
of politeness — in the chivalry of good manners, they put 
many of the whites to shame. While they take great 
pride and pleasure in thus being mannerly, this chivalric 
custom among the negroes is a remnant of slavery, when 
they were required to honor their masters by biting the 
very dust of obedience. 

Good manners and manliness brighten the soul. 
Rudeness is exceedingly unbecoming, even in a god. 
Politeness, in order to express our sense of honor and 
respect, exalts the mind, stimulates the soul — refines 
the heart 

To be mannerly simply to satify some bigot that he is 
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better than yourself— simply to flatter the vices, the 
ignorance and the superstition of your age and time — 
simply to applaud the stupidities, the follies and ab- 
surdities of the human race, — this degenerates our being 
and descends beneath the dignity of the wisest women 
and men. 

As I thus behold the negroes of the Sunny South, I 
think of the immortal pyramids and the wondrous figure 
of the Sphinx. I see multitudes of slaves making bricks 
and building walls, and I hear the clanking chains. I 
see the world when whole nations were enslaved ; see 
the cruel kings and monarchs as they sat upon their 
golden thrones ; see the mighty kings of Egypt, sleep- 
ing with the embalmed and dreamless dead, waiting for 
the resurrection promised by their priests. 

I see eternal Rome, once the proud mistress of the 
world, rise again from her shattered ruins and sit upon 
her seven hills — while great Caesar leads his countless 
legions in the field. And as I see the scepter that once 
swayed the world, crumble back to dust, I hear the 
bondmen singing mid the cotton and the cane. As the 
melody of music rings and rolls along the air, I hear a 
song whose inspired strains outrank the music of the 
Grecian gods. It is ** Dixie's Land." 

In 1863, the slaves were made forever free. About four 
millions of human beings were unchained turned loose 
upon their own resources and responsibilities, to battle 
with an experienced business world. They knew how to 
work and produce, but they lacked the executive ability 
— the good judgment and management to economize, 
accumulate and protedl what they produced. 

Then, too, they were liberated among a people who 
have always taken advantage of their poverty and igno- 
rance ; whose malice, envy, hatred and revenge have 
eternally crushed them down. While many good people 
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in the South are helping to elevate the negro, and thor- 
oughly believe in the universal rights and liberties of 
man, the great majority of whites in the Sunny South 
of to-day, are crying with all their hearts — "keep the 
negro down ; we must and we will keep him down." 

He is almost entirely debarred from working in facto- 
ries or clerking in other business concerns. He is sub- 
stantially excluded from theatres, public lectures and 
entertainments, and many other social advantages cal- 
culated to awaken the senses and arouse the mind of 
man. In the courts he does not receive justice. At 
elections his ballot is denounced and destroyed by fraud. 

On the one hand, he is scoflFed and sneered at by the 
merely ignorant whites, while the more intelligent 
whites severely criticise his color, regard him as their 
inferior, and strive in vain to drive him from the ranks 
of public life. 

But regardless of thus being confronted and con- 
founded by the combined forces of prejudice and enmity, 
regardless of starting in life a mere social tramp, desti- 
tute of property and education ; in spite of these obsta- 
cles and obstructions on every hand, he has still contin- 
tinued to advance. 

Notwithstanding these frightful discouragements — 
notwithstanding their past and present poverty and 
pain, they possess and pay taxes on five hundred million 
dollars worth of property. They have increased in pop- 
ulation from four to ten millions — a, great nation within 
a nation. 

Opposed and oppressed because of his ignorance and 
color, the negro is boldly entering the arena of mental 
combat, where he fearlessly measures intellectual weap- 
ons with his proud Anglo-Saxon foes. 

He knows the walks of wages, and he is enlisting in 
the foremost ranks of thought. He has over twenty-six 
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thousand teachers in the public and private schools 
about four thousand preachers in the field. 

He is rushing to the courts and bars of justice 
wisely plead for the rights and liberties of his race. H 
eloquence reechoes through Legislatures and the Hal 
of Congress, where he stands the grand champion, be 
ging for the rights of man. 

He has triumphantly invaded the medical professio: 
where he longs and loves to lengthen and ennoble lii 
to avoid and cure disease, to capture death and conqu 
pain. He has embarked in all the industries and art 
engaged in every branch of commercial business, and 
bravely marching up the avenues of distinction, leadir 
out to the broad and shining highways of fortune ar 
fame. 

The negroes have enlisted not only in the great anr 
of commerce, industry and education — ^not only in tl 
professions, pursuits, and trades — not only in the sc 
ences, literature and arts ; but they are buying house 
and land ; building and beautifying homes ; plantin 
orchards and trees for shade ; planting flowers in tl 
yard, while the sweet strains of music swell the chon 
of the grand army of progress. 

They are clearing the farms and tilling the fields 
know how to plow the ground and plant the seeds — ^ho' 
to till the soil and cultivate the crops — how to grow an 
gather vegetables and fruits — ^how to glean the generot 
fields and store away the golden grains. 

And yet, poverty attended their birth — ^industry h{ 
been their home. Sorrow and toil mark their lowl 
career ; patience and peace honor their tombs. 
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TRAITS AND CHARACTERISTICS. 

IT is generally supposed that the negro would enjoy 
more pleasure if he were enslaved. Nothing could 
be further from the truth . It is also commonly said 
that the negroes who were once enslaved, would rather 
be slaves than free. Nothing could be more absurd. 

The negro hates the chill of chains as you would dread 
the leprosy, a pestilence or a plague — as you would hate 
famine, fire and floods. He utterly abhors the idea of a 
man being better satisfied when he occupies the social 
rank of horses, real estate and rags, than when he 
exercises the royal rights of the highest American 
citizenship. 

While some masters treated their servants with kind- 
ness and care ; while few negroes are faring as badly, or 
even worse, than when they were slaves, their conditions 
in general are far better in every respect, and they still 
continue to improve. 

When they are asked whether they would rather be 
slaves than free, their unanimous vote and voice rings 
out wild and clear : * * I would rather be poor and free 
than a slave and rich." Better a free beggar than a 
king covered with chains. For the poorest man is the 
man without his rights. Their sense of liberty is in- 
tense and deep, and they are loyal to the justice of 
fheir cause. (37) 
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Then, too, they say the negro is treacherous, improvi- 
dent, lazy and will steal — that he is naturally inclined 
to roam and prowl about at night in order to plunder 
and rob his neighbors and friends. 

Of course the negro race, like all other religious races 
of men, is full of rascals, outlaws and thieves. But 
judging from the company he has unavoidably kept for 
nearly three hundred years, if he is a thief, he is hardly 
to blame. 

We must recollect that when he was freed, he was 
totally destitute and depraved — that he entered the bitter 
struggle of life without anything whatever for his sup- 
port but his untrained hands and head. He was scorned 
and hated by the whites. He was compelled to live, 
even if he had to pilfer and steal. 

In the time of slavery, when he stole and ate his 
master's chickens, he would invariably exclaim : **Now, 
massy, you owns de cheekin and you owns de nigger. 
And all de diflference der am in the world is, you got a 
little less cheekin and a good deal more nigger.'* 

So, considering his present poverty, we should not be 
surprised if he employs such logic at the present time. 
For it is nothing remarkable — nothing but natural, that 
he should resort to theft to exist. Whenever his condi- 
tions are improved his stealing will decrease. 

A man surrounded with luxury, culture and wealth, 
should have little desire to steal. But a man in whose 
face starvation, disaster and horror eternally stare, is 
forced to become a robber, a rogue and a wreck. For 
natural beings would rather steal than starve. 

Here is a profound disciple of truth — an apostle of the 
strictest honesty and justice. But drive him hungry and 
naked out into the cold and starless night of starvation, 
and he will arouse the neighbors and surprise the friends. 
This man prayed all night for watermelon, but the melon 
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never came. But when he prayed for the Lord to send 
him after the melon, he always got the melon before the 
dawn of day. These gods help those who help them- 
selves. Then, those who help themselves need no gifts 
from gods. 

Statistics show that the negro population of the 
United States, is about one eighth as many as the 
whites. Their criminal prisoners are about three-sevenths 
of all the imprisoned convicts of the United States. In 
other words, out of seventy crimes punishable by im- 
prisonment, one negro commits nearly thirty, while 
eight whites commit over forty ; that is, one negro com- 
mits about thirty penal crimes, while one white man 
commits over five. 

How can we account for this startling statement — this 
astounding fact? In the first place, the negroes as a 
mass are comparatively ignorant ; and ignorance is the 
source of wrong, of cruelty and crime. In the second 
place, the extremely bitter prejudice against the blacks 
in the South, quite likely accuses and convicts many 
a negro for crime where a white man would be re- 
prieved. 

Another thing, the laws in the South, where the 
negroes principally dwell, are more cruel and severe 
than those in the North. Consequently, this strong 
spirit of prejudice and hate sways these merciless laws to 
satisfy this sense of antipathy and revenge. 

Then again. If the whites of the South were to in- 
flict on themselves the same penalties and punishments 
that they administer upon the blacks, the number of 
convicts in our jails and penitentiaries would be in- 
creased at least twenty-five per cent. The conviction of 
the night raiders, white caps and mobs alone would raise 
it to a higher mark. 

And again. Owing to his impoverished condition, he 
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is financially unable to defend his cause in courts, as 
would a white man surrounded with wealthy, influential 
friends to purchase and plead for his innocence. 

And again — ^while many reckless whites are educated 
in their schools of reform, the disobedient blacks are 
banished and sentenced to imprisonment. And still, 
many crimes committed by the whites against the blacks, 
are not taken into consideration at all. And statistical 
reports have included the crimes of all other colored 
races with the blacks. 

Another reason is, because he is entrusted with count- 
less duties which offer him inviting opportunities and 
great inducements to steal. He carries the keys to many 
a costly trust and he continually associates with the 
sacred social precincts of almost every southern home. 
These great temptations serve to extract, expose and 
reveal every trace of dishonesty in the negro race. 

In my opinion, we have more honesty than any other 
people on the globe. But if we were placed in the same 
peculiar circumstances as the blacks, our crimes would 
be greatly increased. A most natural fa6l is, moreover, 
that the negro women are reputed to commit more 
crimes in proportion to their population than the white 
women in either North or South. 

By virtue of their blood, three-fourths of the negroes 
are the orphans of amalgamation ; therefore, one half oi 
their crimes belong to the whites. But above all, let us 
never forget that the crimes of millions and millions of 
whites against millions of blacks, are not legally pun- 
ished. The whites practically control the government 
and the laws. Naturally their bitter prejudice releases 
many guilty whites, and convicts many innocent blacks. 
When all these facts are taken into consideration, the 
negro's natural propensity and proclivity for crime are 
certainly no greater than the whites'. 
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While in proportion to their population, there are 
more negroes than whites in prison, they have fewer in- 
mates in houses of correction and juvenile reformatories 
— fewer paupers and beggars in alms houses — fewer 
members in charitable and benevolent institutions. Re^ 
gardless of these things, and in consideration of their 
poverty and ignorance, they are not addicted to tramp- 
ing through the land and begging for bread. 

Considering their social conditions, and knowing that 
they have fewer members in philanthropic institutions 
and more people in our penitentiaries than the whites, 
it suggests and substantiates the fact that somebody is 
the helpless victim of cruelty and c;fime — somebody 
guilty of inhumanity of man to man. 

The negro has shown the greatest generosity and 
philanthropy of any people in the history of the world 
since man has kept a record of events. His charity, 
public and private, knows no bounds. He often cheer- 
fully gives abundantly where he has no hope whatever 
of any gifts or gains in return for his race. 

As a rule, the negro faithfully discharges his every 
trust He is mainly loyal to his promise and generally 
faithful to his family. He dislikes his enemies and 
shows great fidelity to his friends. 

The thoughtless pessimist declares that the better you 
treat a negro, the more he will hate you — that the more 
unkindly you treat him, the better he will like you. 

We know from practical experience that nothing 
could be more perfectly idiotic or insane. With a negro 
as with a white man, the more kindly you treat him, 
the better he will like you. The more cruelly you 
abuse him, the worse he will hate you. 

Love and kindness in one heart are apt to kindle in 
another's breast the sacred flames of love. Hatred in 
one bosom is not likely to plant the flowers of love and 
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beauty— of fraternity and friendship, in the hearts of the 
hated and despised. 

To be unkind is the motto of a madman. Kindness is 
the noblest in^tindl of the human heart — the summerland 
of fragrant flowers. 

Regardless of the clouds of poverty and pain, whicn 
obscure the sky and hover round the Negro's heart, he 
is always happy and contented. He performs his duty 
and lives secure. He bears with infinite patience and 
without complaint the bitterest burdens of life. 

He delights in music — loves to sing and play his 
songs and selections, from the simplest ballad to the 
most artistic classic. He is a jolly good fellow, a merry 
good boy. 

Whether walking on the streets, or working in the 
shops, or farming in the fields — ^whether sitting on the 
mountain heights, or sailing on the surging sea, or 
tramping through the lowland plains, his cheerful laugh 
rings out happy and free. 

Cheerfulness is the fireside of the heart — the sunshine 
of the soul. It fills our lives with peace and joy and 
sings away our cares and griefs and tears from the cra- 
dle to the tomb. 

Many negro homes in the South consist of little log 
cabins and huts with only one room. In this room 
whole families are bom, cook, eat, sleep, live and die. 

While roaming through the country districts of North 
Carolina, I saw a little old log cabin home. A yellow dog 
was lying before the door. Little laughing children 
were playing in the yard. Their father and mother were 
working in the distant fields, hoeing com and cotton in 
the sun ; while the winding smoke ascended the wide 
and lonely sky. 

I watched the faithful father wipe the sweat of toil from 
the beaded brow of care. And I saw the kind and lev- 
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ing mother destroy all the grass and weeds, except a 
pretty bunch of fragrant flowers. 

The perfect enjoyment — the poetic tranquillity of that 
little negro hut seemed to say, ** Be it ever so humble, 
there's no place like home.'* And I began to sing the 
old familiar song, — **Home, Sweet Home." 

Being exceedingly poor, most negroes are forced to 
work for very small salaries. This the thoughtless 
laboring whites denounce as negro competition — ^negro 
domination. For this they hate the negro and would 
drive him from the industrial world, forgetting that 
necessity compels him to toil for even the lowest possi- 
ble wages, in order to support his dependent wife and 
child. 

Whenever these same calamity howlers are willing to 
pay the negro a fair recompense for labor performed — 
whenever they are willing to accord to others the 
same rights and liberties that they reserve for them- 
selves — then, they will receive higher wages, and not 
before. 

When a nation degrades the conditions of any part of 
its people, it degrades itself. Degenerate the negro by 
his poverty and ignorance, and just so long as he 
associates with you, you degenerate yourselves. 

Whenever the southern laboring man comes to under- 
stand that a vote for the colored sons of toil is a vote for 
himself— then, and only then, he will receive higher 
wages and enjoy better times. 

While the nature of the negro is apparently sluggish 
and sloven, he is industrious in his way. His impover- 
ished condition — ^his torn and tattered clothes, make 
him appear more untidy than his heart really desires. 
Still among the negroes, as among all aristocracy and 
royalty, there are a number of vagrants, vagabonds, 
loafers and sots. 
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But nearly all the hard drudgery — ^nearly all the real 
work in the South, is done by the negro race. He is the 
soul of southern agriculture — the source of southern 
commerce. 

About ninety per cent of the negroes depend upon the 
common occupations of life for a living. About eighty- 
five per cent are engaged in tilling the soil alone. While 
they are happy and free, they are almost the slaves of 
the rest of the world. They do more work for less wages 
than any other people on earth. 

In almost every southern town, you can invariably see\ 
the aged colored women and men, or little negro children, 
searching in the rubbish for kindling wood, or digging in 
the ashes with their naked hands, gleaning the unbumt 
lumps of coal to cook their food and keep them warm. 
Thus, partly clothed and poorly fed, these poor, humble . 
unfortunates toil and drudge to barely exist. / 

The man who can thus look upon his lowly fellow- 
man, without being touched to tears, has a heart of 
stone. Down with the religion, that boasts of foreign 
missionaries and neglects these suffering children beneath 
our flag. 

These people have helped to make our country what it 
is. They have helped to swell the eager sails of com- 
merce. They have helped to enrich the iron highways 
of transportation ; they have added to the wealth, the 
grace and glory of the world, and they have increased 
the sunt of human happiness. 

And when they are suffering for education, clothing, 
food, and happy homes, it is right by all that is honest 
and just, that they who earn the bread should be the first 
to eat, they who produce and protect should be the first 
to enjoy. 

And I say that the world is my country ; all children 
of men my countrymen ; to do good my religion. That 
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is my theology — my secular doctritie, and my religious 
belief. 

Amid all the privations of poverty and pain, amid all 
these disasters and disappointments — all this sorrow and 
suffering, the negro does not resort to strikes or disobey 
the laws of peace and order, that he may receive better 
wages and enjoy broader liberty. He has none of the 
insurrection spirit in him — none of that mixture of in- 
sanity and anarchy, which wants to kill people because 
they are rich. 

He sees his rights and liberties usurped and destroyed 
by dishonesty and fraud. He sees his fellowman deprive 
him of his success and happiness, because he is ignorant, 
poor and black. 

He sees outlaws murdering his race in cold and cruel 
blood ; piercing their bodies with bullets and knives ; 
searching for all the nerves of pain ; flaying them to 
death ; burning them alive at the stake, where the leap- 
ing serpents of savage flames lick their flesh and bloed 
from burning bones. 

And yet he has patiently endured this most outrageous 
barbarity — this most pernicious savagery, with boundless 
patience and almost infinite peace. Amid these nights 
of darkness and despair, when the storms of revenge 
would stir the tides and currents of a white man's heart 
to their very depths, he stands like a royal monarch, as 
tranquil and serene as the midnight sky — as loyal to his 
country's flag as the needle to the nothem star. 
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VII. 
COMMENTS AND CRITICISMS. 

IN their works and ways, the negroes are proud of what 
they have accomplished and attained — ^proud of what 
they know, of what they can do — ^proud of what they 
hope to master and achieve. 

They are skillful in mechanics — artful hands to ham- 
mer, shape and fashion wood and ore and stone. They 
are quick to grasp and comprehend a fact — ^intensely 
practical in their thoughts. 

They are apt to learn, and they delight to attend 
their colleges and public schools. They have about 
two millions of pupils enrolled, about sixty-five thou- 
sand strong in private and sectarian schools, about 
twenty-six thousand teachers employed. 

Their country schools are but few and far apart — the 
average school term, about two, three or four months a 
year. In many rural districts, a little rude shanty or 
dismal log hut, with the most discouraging accommoda- 
tions of which the mind can conceive, is the temple in 
which the future philosopher is now being trained and 
reared. 

The best white schools of the South will favorably 

compare with the common average of the North. But 

the best white schools of the North rise above the best 

white schools of the South like a king's palace above a 

cottage home. Still the best colored schools on the 

American continent are in the Sunny South. 

(46) 
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Right here allow me to describe one of the worst 
schools I saw in the Sunny South. Here is the free 
school I saw among; the southern pines. It was a coun- 
try cabin built of round pine poles or logs. The chink- 
ing had largely fallen out, and the daubing had been 
done by a negro's naked hands — ^his finger prints 
remaining in the hardened clay. 

The floor was laid of rough, loose boards. The 
benches without backs or desks, were made of slabs 
with legs of round poles. The windows were little 
swinging wooden doors, hung on leather hinges and 
fastened by a wooden pin for a lock or latch. The ceil- 
ing was the roof and rafters, through which the sun 
poured his genial smiles, and the wind and rain wept 
at will. 

Around this homely hut, the gleeful boys and girls 
sang and played, as cheerful and contented as the sons 
and daughters of monarchs, kings and queens. But 
these lads and lasses were not allowed to sit or play 
together. In school, the boys were seated on the right 
and the girls on the left — a sort of social prison, and 
every little urchin seemed a convict. 

Whenever I see a school or church, where ladies and 
gentlemen are seated separately, it always reminds me of 
a jail or penitentiary. 

I profoundly believe in the republic of the home, 
where all are loving equals — in the aristocracy of socia- 
bility, in the liberty of man, woman and child. There 
can be no society, no sociability, without the co-opera- 
tion and commingling of loving women and girls with 
rugged boys and men. The versatility of mental culture 
and social refinement adorns the personality with light. 

In most southern cities and towns, their educational 
opportunities are almost equal to the whites. While the 
North has generously and graciously assisted the negroesL 
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in their education, the South has helped them a great 
deal more. 

The great centers of negro education in the South, 
are the Tuskegee (Alabama) Industrial and Normal In- 
stitute, the Atlanta University, the Hampton (Virginia) 
Institute and Fisk University at Nashville, Tennessee. 
These, with nearly two hundred other similar colleges 
and universities, are the great illuminating fires which 

will eventually shed their holy light upon the breast and 
brow of every negro in the Sunny South. 

During the last twenty years, these strongholds of 
liberty and learning, re-enforced by the public schools, 
have decreased their illiteracy about thirty per cent — 
increased their intelligence about one hundred and sixty- 
seven per-cent. These are a few of the gems and jewels 
which will finally take the places of criminality, color, 
rags and race. 

The southern negroes are taxed to help support all 
state institutions; such as, reformatories, universities, 
agricultural colleges and industrial schools. In many 
instances no such institutions are established for the 
negro race. While the whites of every kingdom and 
continent are cheerfully invited to share the profits and 
pleasures of these schools, the negroes are positively and 
emphatically forbidden to attend. If this is justice, then, 
^hat is crime ? 

Since the southern whites own nearly all the wealth 
in the South, and pay most of the taxes with which to 
defray the public expense, they say the negro has no 
right to complain. It is an economic law that the poor 
man pays as much tax as the rich. But no people can 
ever repay the boundless debt of generosity and gratitude 
that they justly owe to the race they once enslaved. 

Nearly all the great fortunes of the South have been 
produced and are now being increased by the negro race. 



k r 






COMMENTS AND CRITICISMS. 49 

The unbounded debt that the southern whites owe to 
these constant, colored sons of toil, could not be redeemed 
with seas of pearls and gems — could not be atoned with 
mountains of silver and gold. For one drop of stolen 
sweat outweighs the wealth of the world. 

And now let us have the conclusion of the whole mat- 
ter. Let us dig down to the bedrock of liberty — ^to the 
fountain of freedom. The master thought, and many 
now think, that men were cheated when they lost their 
slaves. If the master was wronged when Lincoln freed 
the slaves, who was defrauded when the slave was de- 
prived of the rights of liberty and the pursuit of happi- 
ness for thousands and thousands of years ? If the master 
should be paid for every slave he owned and lost, then 
the servant should be recompensed a thousandfold for the 
painful life he toiled and drudged away in vain. 

The man who] received the benefits of slavery should 
reward the slave. The mortgage of indebtedness that 
the enslaver owes the enslaved can never be redeemed or 
defrayed. We blockaded their possibilities — ^misdirected 
their energies — obstructed their advancement — ^ponded 
their pleasures to the brokers of idleness and greed — 
filled their future with the hideous dreams of horror and 
despair, of desolation, darkness and death. 

While in Old Virginia, I was sitting on a bridge by 
a ruined mill. The setting sun was shining brightly in 
the west The laughing stream uselessly babbled by, 
but the mill refused to grind. Not a cloud crossed the 
sky. 

The birds were flying through the air and singing in 
the trees. The bees were humming among the fragrant 
flowers. The old stone walls, built by loving hands 
that are dead and dust long ago, were covered with moss 
and trailing vines, and crumbling to decay. 

Just then, an old enfeebled negro passed along. His 
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father and mother had been stolen from the land of their 
fathers. His brothers and sisters had been bought and 
sold as slaves. His wife and child had been sold and 
torn from his aching heart His naked back had been 
bruised and bled by the cruel lash. His wrinkled face 
was furrowed with the footprints of the years — ^his head, 
fleeced with the snows that never melt 

With staflF in hand, he slowly walked his weary way, 
and I heard him feebly, sadly singing that fond old 
sentimental song — '*My heart's turned back to Dixie 
and I must go. ' ' 

It is said that the negro lacks both moral and physical 
courage ; that cowardice and fear are the great inherent 
weakness of his race ; that the independence of the 
whites would have overturned and overwhelmed long 
ago the terrible treachery practiced on the negro race. 
And still, in physical contests — in disputes and debates, 
he is frankly fearless of his foes. 

And yet, the whites of Europe were enslaved for five 
hundred years and released by friends. As far as I 
know, the negroes of San Domingo were the only slaves 
who, unaided, carved their freedom through blood and 
fire, and sowed the seeds of liberty on wind and wave. 

In war the negro is no cringing, crawling coward. In 
the desperate game of life and death, he shows great 
deliberation and decision of character — ^fierce energy and 
fearless execution of military action — is dashing and 
daring, bold and brave. 

In the Revolutionary War, five thousand colored 
heroes fought for the rights of man. In the Civil War, 
over two hundred and twenty thousand negroes battled 
for the redemption of the human race. A negro bursted 
through the doors with his head and captured General 
Prescott in his bed. 
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It was a negro who planned the successful capture of 
Percy's supply train. A negro, Peter Salem, who shot 
and killed in battle at Bunker Hill, Major Pit Cairn. 
A negro slave and patriot, Crispus Attucks, was the first 
to fall for his country and his countrymen in the Boston 
Massacre. The negroes are the best soldiers to fight 
the Indians on the western plains. 

We recall their fearless heroism during the fiercest 
Civil War. At Vicksburg, Petersburg and Fort Pillow, 
they are mingling with the dying and the dead. At 
Fort Wagner, we hear the ringing shouts of victory and 
the hollow cries of death, mingled with the roar and 
shriek of bursting shot and shell. 

At Santiago, in our late War with Spain, they in- 
vaded the reckless jaws of savage forts and wrench- 
ed the tongues of smoke and flame from the bloody 
mouths of death. Braver warriors never fought and 
fell — grander heroes never met the starless night of 
death. 

Amid the awful tragedy of war, when the lightning 
of the fort smote the legions of the field ; when the earth 
was wrapped in darkness and the stars of hope were 
almost dead, we hear the trampling feet of negro war- 
riors, marching to the Stars and Stripes and breasting 
on a thousand fields the thundering storms of war. The 
imposing monuments throughout our land, speak a 
tongueless tribute to the mighty deeds of their mighty 
dead. 

In religion the negro is devoted and enthusiastic — 
fired with emotional excitement and frantic with holy 
zeal. Unfortunately, he believes and practices many 
ancient superstitions, known to us as ^Hhe old time 
religion." At religious revivals and meetings, he 
eagerly claps his hands with delight — ^sings and shouts 
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for joy ; while his feet are joyously keeping tunc to tne 
rhythmic music 

I have seen whole congregations so entirely overcome 
— so completely captivated and carried away with this 
strange theological enthusiasm, that they sprang to 
their feet and mingled^ their shouting and singing in 
one wild storm of confusion. 

This of course, is a natural consequence of their intel- 
lectual conditions. The whites are afflicted with the 
same. At the same stage of mental development, every 
active member of Christendom has experienced the same 
mistaken emotions — the same devotional delusions. 

The fright and fear of faith has driven many a negro 
into frenzy and insanity. They are learning to preach 
and practice less theory and theology, and thunder more 
the intellectual heavens with the blazing bolts of thought- 
Forever banish these worthless and degrading super- 
stitions from your minds, and preach the grand and 
glorious gospel of reason, liberty and loye — the grandest 
words in all the languages of men. He who does right 
and shuns wrong, simply to gain heaven and miss hell, 
is a trembling christian coward. But he who hates 
wrong for wrong's sake, and loves to do right for right's 
sake ; that man rises above the groveling crudities of 
humankind and outranks the gods. How long, O how 
long ! will men require reward for doing good, when 
doing good without reward in view, is the only good 
that is great and grand — supremely sublime ? 

In politics he is earnest, eager to win the victory, 
anxious to defeat his opponents and secure the spoils. 
He bitterly detests the man who opposes or destroys his 
vote. He is proudly patriotic to the political party 
represented by his father Abraham Lincoln, the merci- 
ful, who forever set him free. But all n^^roes, by no 
means, support that party. 
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He loves the stars and stripes with such loyalty and 
fidelity as cannot be expressed. His love and honor for 
his country and his countrymen, are deep and pure — 
except for the man who endeavors to blockade his 
possibilities, and obstruct his progress and prosperity. 

On the fourth of July, he patriotically commemorates 
the celebration of our Declaration of Independence. 
This, the greatest event in our national history, the 
southern whites generally fail to grandly celebrate. 

Not only on the fourth of July does the negro's 
patriotism rise to the highest mark ; but when he cele- 
brates his Emancipation Proclamation, his courage and 
enthusiasm swell forth like a mighty tide. They 
burst through the bounds of prejudice and fear. They 
sweep from the shores of liberty the brazen barriers 
of injustice, fraud and crime. They overwhelm the 
shiftless sands of thraldom with the boundless waves of 
reason, right and truth. 

On the occasions of their memorial celebrations, the 
sentiments expressed in their resolutions, orations and 
speeches, are simply noble and sublime. They do not 
ask to encroach upon the sacred social precincts of the 
selfish Anglo-Saxon' race. 

Their lofty attitude towards the race by which they 
were once enslaved, is manly and mannerly, judicious 
and just Their humble and beseeching appeals, yet 
dignified protest, pledge and plea for the liberties and 
rights of man, ask for only simple justice and common 
liberty of hand and brain. 

They are bravely battling for the liberties and rights 
of man. In oratory characteristic of their race — in elo- 
quence that is sublime — the great negro orators stand 
before vast assemblages and recall their hardships and 
their sufferings; recount their virtues, victories and 
gains ; retrace with loving eyes filled with tears^ their 
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weary footsteps through all the lost and vanished 
years. 

As their musical voices swell the air — as the galleries 
resound with the wild grand echoes of applause, I see 
Sherman, Sheridan, Jackson, Grant and Lee, the fore- 
most warriors of the world. While among the enraged 
and heedless hosts, robed in the royal garments of 
reason, liberty and love, we see the great and peaceful 
Lincoln ; Lincoln, the liberator and emancipator of 
millions who associated his name and fame with the 
enfranchisement of the human race ; Lincoln, the rarest 
soul that ever sat upon the throne of this planet ; 
Lincoln — we hear him speaking words of prophecy and 
promise which are ringing and resounding down the 
shores of time. 



VIII. 
RACIAL RELATIONS. 

NOW let us understand a little more. Many north- 
em persons and most southern people, not only 
emphatically deny the negro's equality with the whites, 
not only defiantly declare that he shall not share the 
same rights and liberties that they enjoy ; but they say 
this is strictly a white man's country — b, white man's 
country only and alone. If this is only a white man's 
country, why did we steal the negro from his native 
land — ^his sunny home beyond the seas? 

In the days of tears and chains, there were no com- 
plaints about this being only a white man's home — ^no 
objection to the company of a colored gentleman who 
ate in kitchen halls, slept upon the floor, and sufiered 
pious christians to beat his barren, bleeding back. 

When white men bought and sold their own children 
as slaves, the negro was considered a very respectable 
animal. But just as soon as the chains were torn from 
his hands, head and heart, he began to look very like a 
monkey — ^has a horribly ugly face and an ''awful'* 
bad smell. 

Thus it is that indolence, insolence, prejudice and 
hate have fortified themselves behind the bulwarks of a 
thousand sophistries and sneers and jeers. 

Right here, we inform and warn the world that this 

(55) 
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republic was not founded exclusively for any particular 
nationality or race ; but it was founded as the rock of 
refuge for the universal equality and the eternal liberties 
and rights of man. It is the asylum of the persecuted 
world. 

Think of how our arguments have changed. In days 
of old, we gladly welcomed all the negroes we could 
purchase and persuade to come to our fair and happy 
shores. We bought and stole, savagely murdered their 
old and young, bound them in dungeons with chains, 
lashed their naked backs, banished them from the lands 
of their fathers — exiled them to this would be white 
man's land. 

The banishment was bad enough, but think of the 
company they have been forced to keep ever since they 
came I They have been compelled to associate with 
rascals, scoundrels, falsifiers, murderers, robbers, hypo- 
crites and thieves. Actually not considered good 
enough to associate with even these. On the other 
extremity, they have the advantage of the acquaintance 
and association of some of the best people on the globe. 

So, too, they say the negro is insulting, provoking 
and impudent As among all creatures cultivated by 
man, there are many unmannerly and imprudent negroes 
in the Sunny South. But all things considered, they 
are positively far more courteous and gallant to the 
whites than the whites to them. Gallantry has never 
withered from the negro's breast. 

When they were slaves, they were bound to obey their 
master's voice — forced to endure his cruelty and abuse 
without complaint or reply. They had no rights which 
the whites were compelled to respect They always 
were and are an humble and obedient race. When they 
were freed they became the chainless citizens of the 
world. 
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It was exceedingly hard for these masters, who had 
always regarded the negroes as merely personal property, 
to publicly or privately recognize and acknowledge the 
universal equality of the children of men. 

So these masters have taught their children to hate 
and hold the negro in utter contempt Being accus- 
tomed to domineer and dictate to the negro in the past, 
the whites want to rule and regulate him now. This 
the courageous negroes challenge and defy to the 
bitter end. 

Whenever a negro acts independent, natural and free ; 
whenever he fearlessly defends the dignity of human 
nature, by resenting insults and denouncing impositions 
— ^then they say he is impertinent, impudent and im- 
polite, and he is often lynched. 

I can recall no instance where a negro was unfair and 
dishonest enough to steal a southern white man's vote. 
But tradition, history and the records of our courts are 
literally gorged and filled with accounts of white hypo- 
crites stealing negro votes. 

And yet such dishonorable shysters and charlatans — 
such political pirates as these, have the brazen audacity 
to insinuate about negro domination and dishonesty — 
about the fraudulency and incompetency of the negroes 
in the Sunny South. Nice doctrine ! great example I 
magnificent argumentation for a would-be superior race 
to set before the so-called inferior race I Imagine a 
dialogue or debate on mercy, between pestilence and 
famine — ^between smoke and fog. In the jaundiced eye 
of ignorance, injustice and bij^ otry, the simplicity of sin 
begets the complexity of crime. 

More than that, consider the treacherous treatment, 
the untold perfidy that the negro receives from merciless 
mobs; compare the malignant insults — the dastardly 
infisuny he is compelled to endure in business transactions 
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and social intercourse with the whites ; weigh the ruth- 
less ribaldry and ridicule hurled at him by politicians 
and the southern press ; tell him to his teeth that you 
are better than he because you are white, that you will 
rob him of his royal rights because he is ignorant, poor 
and black. 

Murder him with this treachery, if you please; im- 
poverish him with this robbery, if you will ; pollute and 
poison his soul with this debauchery and imbecility, if 
you like ; ravish and assassinate his brain with all of 
this and all of these; — then plead the undignified justifica- 
tion of your crimes, by calling the negro naughty names, 
by saying a white demon is better than a black god. 

Let us say it once for all, that a colored gentlemen is 
much better than a white rowdy or ruflSan. Black hon- 
esty is far more desirable than white thievery. A kind 
sinner is far greater than a savage saint A merciful 
devil is far grander indeed than an unmerciful god. 

Right here let us ask one- question. If the blacks 
treated the whites with the same degradation and disre- 
spect, with which the whites treat the blacks, what 
would be the result? The whites would resort to torch 
and gun — appeal to sword and flame and death. 

Put ourselves in the negro's place and ask ourselves 
this question : How would we like for the negroes to 
treat us as we have been and are treating the negro race? 
What right have we to take possession of the earth and 
drive the negro into the sea ? These are the pertinent 
questions which appeal to the candid intellect of every 
lover of mankind. • 

Among countless other customs against the negro in 
the South, it is regarded disgraceful to dine in the same 
room with the blacks ; disgraceful to wait in the same 
depot or ride in the same cars ; disgraceful to lift your 
hat to a negro lady on the streets — a disgrace to attend 
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the same school — a disgrace to patronize the same 
church. 

How they can worship the same God, expedi to share 
the joys of the same heaven, or feel the pangs of the 
same hell, is too much for me. The clergy have refused 
to tell. 

It is said that the saloon is the only place in the 
South where negroes and whites practice social equal- 
ity. If this is the case, the southern saloon is doing 
more to establish the universal brotherhood of man than 
the southern church. 

After all, the saloon is the best place to find out the 
adlual charadler of a man. In a saloon most men adl 
natural and show exadlly what they really are. In a 
church, most men adl unnatural and pretend to show 
precisely what they are not. 

When a black man serves the whites, their most in- 
timate association is regarded no disgrace. As long as 
the negro occupies the position of a social slave, no posi- 
tion, profession or station is considered either too elevated 
or too low for him. But when equalized with the proud 
and prejudiced whites, he is severely criticised and 
cursed for being black. 

Those who mingle with the negro most ; those who 
corrupt the negro most ; are those who hate the negro 
worst In other words, the very best negro woman is 
good enough for the meanest white man to disgrace, 
degrade and debauch. If not, how do they account for 
the mulattoes — three-fourths of the negro race? If the 
negro women and men are bad, so much the worse for 
white women and men. I^et the whites reply. 

In matters of fornication, lewdness and licentiousness, 
they charge the negro with great proclivity of crime. 
And yet fourteen illicit colored children in every hundred, 
are of white parentage. All of this illegitimate progeny 
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is crowded on the negro race. What right has white 
domination to force the blacks to father and foster all 
their own illegitimacy, and the carnality and indecency 
of the whites besides? This rascality has misrepresented 
and cnrsed the negro evei since white Christianity held 
cruel sway. Let the whites support their own negro 
children and be fair. 

But the most virtuous, genteel, talented and refined 
negro lady in the South, is not generally regarded good 
enough for the vilest white man to politely recognize 
upon the streets. The blackest negro man is courteous 
and nice enough to drive her carriage, while sitting by 
the side of the most aristocratic white lady in the Sunny 
South. But he is regarded socially unfit to ride in her 
private car or even enter her church. 

A white villain is regarded too good to eat with the 
negro mother, whose precious babe and pet he put to 
death — murdered and stained its clothes with innocent 
baby^s blood. Some distinctions and discriminations of 
the southern people are entirely too thick ; but these, 
with many more, are entirely too thin. 

What more? The most ignorant negro is faithful, 
honest and kind enough to be entrusted with the care 
and keeping of almost every southern home. The most 
uncultured and unrefined blacks are educated and refined 
enough for the association and protection of almost every 
southern babe. 

And yet, the most highly educated negro — the most 
honorable and competent negro in the Sunny South, is 
not considered intelligent or trustworthy enough — not 
honest or honorable enough to discharge the duties of a 
public office, of a sacred trust 

These are the warped and twisted conclusions of the 
sunburnt logic of the Sunny South. Such contradic- 
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tions and incivility — such injustice, such hypocrisy, lays 
the foundations for every other kindred crime. 

After this, where is the intelligent man who would 
belittle and expose himself, by even making a suggestion 
or insinuation about the impoliteness of the blacks to- 
wards the whites ? Where ? 



IX. 



IS THE NEGRO AN INFERIOR RACE? 

MANY good people believe that the negro is of an 
inferior race. If I am intellectually superior to 
the negro, I certainly refrain from deceiving or degrading 
him — certainly refuse to rob him of his royal rights. 

If I am a superior race and the negro an inferior race, 
I certainly will be superior enough not to enslave, de- 
fraud or steal from my inferiors. Honest inferiority is 
far superior to dishonest superiority. Superiority ought 
to succeed without robbing its inferiors. 

If I am financially stronger, mentally greater than the 
negro, I certainly will be great and good enough to ele- 
vate him instead of crushing him down. 

Man is the product of his natural and social surround- 
ings, the necessary creature and creation of his general 
environments — no more, no less. And he rises in the 
scales of goodness or falls in the balance of badness, 
according to the good heart and level head he has — 
nothing more. 

If we want the negro to be honest, kind and just, we 
must be honest, kind and just ourselves. We must 
establish the precedent of good examples. If we treat 
him cruelly and unkindly, he will most likely be the 
same. If we would have the negro loyal, charitable, 
chaste and pure, we must practice loyalty, charity, 
chastity and purity ourselves. (62) 
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If we would have the negro treat us as we ought to 
treat him, we must treat him as we would have him 
treat us. If we would have the negro moral, patriotic 
and intelligent, we must practice morality, patriotism 
and intelligence ourselves. If we would have the negro 
industrious, economical and generous, we must practice 
frugality, generosity and thrift ourselves. If we would 
have the negro ignorant, wretched and depraved, we 
must teach him ignorance, degradation and depravity too. 

As long as the negro is in ignorance and destitution, 
his presence has a certain tendency to lower the intel- 
lectual standard of the other race. If we assist him to 
reach the highest cultivation of hand and brain, he will 
march with us side by side in the grand procession of 
civilization. 

Are the negroes naturally an inferior race? Nobody 
knows. They have made far greater strides in intellect- 
ual development than the whites in industrial education 
and improvement. It will take longer to educate the 
southern white man how to truly work, than to teach 
the negro how to think. Because the negro relies solely 
upon himself to acquire an education — depends upon his 
own energy and endeavor, while the white man depends 
to a great extent upon the negroes to perform his work. 

The negro hater, the sour cynic and egotist, declares 
that the negroes are incapable of a high degree of 
mental culture and social refinement, because they have 
been educated for thirty-five years and are still unequal 
to the whites. We will not accept such conclusions or 
assertions if we consider, compare and contrast the social 
conditions — the respective advantages and disadvantages 
of the whites and blacks. 

What were the social conditions of the negroes at the 
close of the Civil War ? The frowns of the master, the 
sting of th^ lash and the chill of the chain had destroyed 
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the negro's spirit of independence and subdued his 
intellect. 

He lacked the executive ability to manage and manip- 
ulate the affairs of men. He was without the slightest 
knowledge of a free and independent social cultivation, 
knew nothing whatever of the mental sciences — nothing 
of the freedom of conscience or of the freedom of speech 
and press — nothing of intellectual liberty. He was only 
poor and ignorant beyond the power of words to 
express. 

And yet, in spite of his poverty and ignorance, he has 
pursued his education with such zeal and zest^ that some 
of the foremost men of the South — some of the wisest 
men in the world, are of the negro race. In fact, the 
negro educator, Booker T. Washington, and the white 
orator, Henry W. Grady, are the only southern men who 
have achieved a renowned and national reputation since 
the Civil War. 

What were the individual conditions of the southern 
whites at the close of the Civil War? They possessed 
considerable knowledge and wealth, enjoyed the highest 
freedom of hand and brain — the broadest liberty of in- 
dividuality that was granted to the human race. And 
yet, they have been unable to abolish that indolent 
nature produced by slavery, to the same extent that 
the negroes have abandoned their ignorance. 

The negro has not only greatly bettered his financial 
conditions, but considering his disadvantages, he has 
made far greater progress — ^has completely outstripped 
the whites in both the industrial and educational 
realms. 

That the negro is incapable of the highest education, 
is purely and grossly an ignorant assertion, an unreason- 
able and unwarranted assumption — ^nothing more. He 
who contends that the negro has had a fair opportunity 
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to acquire the highest cultivation, is not only laboring 
under a great misunderstanding of the facts in the case, 
but he is incapable of discussing the subject whatever. 

I challenge the intelligence of the world to prove, that, 
if the negro could not be educated to equal the whites 
in thirty-five years, he cannot be elevated at all. Who 
will exhibit his infirmities by accepting the challenge ? 
The intellect does not leap from the night of ignorance 
to the noon of thought It is through the divine law of 
evolution, only and alone, that the mind of man gradu- 
ally and gracefully expands. 

When critically analyzed and examined nearly every 
argument and accusation made against the negro race, 
becomes the dwarfed and deformed monstrosity of vilifi- 
cation, falsification and hate, and it is astonishing how 
fairly intelligent people thoughtlessly accept these false- 
hoods as the truth. Think before you speak or act 

They advertised his incapacity to think or learn. The 
wish was father to the thought, ^nd they are thwarted. 
They advocated his inability to financially succeed. The 
wish was father to the thought, and again they failed. 
They have circulated and disseminated all manner 
of defamation, even unto desperation. The wish was 
father to the thought of all of these, and again they have 
failed. And why? Because the negro's progress has 
baffled his every maligner — refuted his every defamer, 
and still he challenges all invaders and stands a total 
stranger to defeat. 

I frankly admit that the negroes as a mass are not 
educated equal to the whites, because they have not had 
the time and chance. But I am absolutely opposed to 
this beggarly idea that the negro is an inferior race. 
The wish is father to the thought Convince a man 
that he is inferior, whether he is or not, and you have 
destroyed his independence of character and his individ- 
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uality— crushed the conscience, the courage, enthusiasm 
and ambition out of his very being. Teach men to 
have more intelligence and courage, to stand upright 
and erect, and quit this demoralization of human nature 
by degrading men as mere worms of the dust 

Is the negro incapable of the highest obtainable wis- 
dom and knowledge? Are not the following facts 
characteristic of a great awakening in the negro's mind? 
Not forty years since slavery died, and yet, our legisla- 
tures and the great American Congress — the greatest 
republican tribunal that ever blossomed into strength 
and beauty — is occupied by colored representatives. 

A negro was chosen graduating orator for Harvard 
University. The equatorial telescope in Lawrence Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, was made entirely by colored 
students of Nashville, Tennessee. Paul Lawrence Dun- 
bar — one of the leading literary characters of the present 
age — ^greatest of the negro race. His Lyrics of Lowly 
Life are flowers and crystals from the brain. 

Are there any greater historians of the negro race than 
Williams, Brown and DuBois? Is there any greater 
painting than Tanner's ''Raising of Lazarus?" — the 
mysterious medley of poverty and riches, of dying 
hunger and pain dreaming broken dreams of eternal 
day, beneath the sunshine and shadow of greed. Great 
as Carpenter's great picture of the Emancipation Proc- 
lamation — the strange mingling of colors, lights and 
shades with the divine emotions, powers, passions and 
regrets of the human heart ; while the sad and tragic 
face of Lincoln is the central figure of the dramatic scene. 

Does not the colored sculptor wield a deft and subtle 
hand to carve and shape the forms of love and grief, of 
joy and tears? Think of the marvelous marbles and 
monuments that seem to live and think and breathe I 

Is there a greater journalist than T. Thomas Fortune 
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of The New York Age ? Is there a greater name among 
the starry scrolls of the immortals than the educator, 
philosopher and redeemer of his race — Booker T. Wash- 
ington ? And there lies the great statesman, Frederick 
Douglass, sleeping with the dead kings and monarchs of 
the world. While his thoughts are reflected in the pages 
of history as a crystal lake reflects the eternal stars. 

The negro's astonishing industrial and educational 
progress and prosperity are one of the wonders of the 
age — one of the marvels of modem times. The negro's 
industry and education are the grandest subjects of our 
theme — the greatest arguments in favor of the negro 
race. 

Considering his social circumstances, his marvelous 
accumulation of wealth has startled the civilized world. 
His wondrous acquirement of learning and knowledge 
has astonished his friends and foes and astounded 
the enlightened age. Think of millions and millions 
of property, silver and gold, gleaned and grasped by 
tired hands and untrained heads in thirty-five stingy and 
impoverished years. 

Some are owners of banks and shops and stores. Many 
are living in happy homes and dwell on farms, sur- 
rounded by the pleasant atmosphere of comfort, culture 
and thrift — all bought and beautified by the honest 
sweat of colored toil. These are the conquests of slaves 
who were lashed for learning to read or write. 

Their eloquent voices fill our legislative halls and 
burst the silence in our national Congress. Hundreds 
of editors own and operate the printing press. They 
have produced some of the finest players that ever illu- 
minated the stage. Some are peerless painters, writers 
of books, composers and singers of music — soldiers in 
almost every branch of science, art and skill. 

Twenty thousand churches are built and thousands q€ 
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colored clergymen engaged. Thousands of teachers 
shed the holy light of reason on millions of students in 
colleges and public schools. A mighty host of agents 
and clerks swell the ranks of toil, while a multitude of 
scholarly lawyers plead for liberty and justice, and a vast 
army of able and educated doctors are grappling with 
disease and death, healing wounds and giving life and 
feeling to the withered limb. 

In spite of the opposition of the stronger race, these 
weary hands and hungry hearts have gleaned and gath- 
ered from the barren wastes of life these treasures from 
the world — these precious riches from the brain. When 
we boast of what we have done for the blacks, we should 
remember that they gave us nearly three centuries of 
their muscle, brain and tears. 

Yes, our colored countrymen have made tremendous 
progress. But never be satisfied — never allow your 
anxiety and thirst for advancement to cease because of 
your stupendous success : 

" The heights, by great men reached and kept, 
Were not attained by sudden flight ; 
But they, while their companions slept, 
Were toiling upward in the night 

" Lives of great men all remind us. 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And departing leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time. 

" Let us then be up and doing, 
With a heart for any fate — 
Still achieving, still pursuing. 
Learn to labor and to wait." 

Whether living in the country or the city, keep good 
company — quit smoking, chewing, drinking, and gam- 
bling, with all profanity and obscenity ; read and study 
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instructive papers, journals, magazines and books ; culti- 
vate sociability and become scientific workers and 
thinkers — ^keep abreast with the leading thought of the 
times. Never fear labor. All labor is honorable. The 
honest laboring man is the only respectable man. Men 
of leisure — men who live without work must rob the 
tired hands of toil or feed on alms. Men who live with- 
out work are the cause of poverty. He alone is honest 
who pays a fair exchange of restitution for value re- 
ceived. 

Eternal toil is the force that breaks the bolts and bars 
of time. Toil on, but never be ashamed of what you 
cannot help. Labor on — my heart goes out with you 
one and all, at all times, I am sure. As you walk down 
the thorny paths of life, you will hear my loudest cheers, 
from the morn of laughter to the night of tears. In 
this great struggle for existence, arm yourselves with 
the gravity of dignity and integrity ; for honor is the 
dazzling dagger — ^honesty the shining shield. 



X. 

THE RIGHTS OF MAN. 

THE whites believe that the negro has his privileges 
and place. But from their standpoint, his rights 
and place is to cowardly submit to their commands. 

The statutes of several states empowered man to **rule 
over his wife and beat her." But they forgot to say 
who should *'whip and beat the man." The whites 
want to tyrannize the negroes in the same way. But 
they forget to state who should domineer the whites. 
If the whites have the right to dictate to the blacks, the 
blacks have the right to advise the whites. But neither 
is the case. 

If the negro desires to demand his rights, he is re- 
quested to consult the whites. Consider the liberty of 
colored men who have no other recourse to freedom. 
But the whites reserve the privilege of counseling them- 
selves about their own rights. Paul warned the women 
of old, that if they wanted to know anything, to 
ask their husbands at home. Imagine the ignorance 
of some ladies who have no better source of informa- 
tion. 

Such husbands tell their wives, and these whites 

promise the negro that only gods have the right to 

chastise white men ; that it is a heavenly ordinance for 

white men to dominate their loving wives and rule the 

(70) 
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negro race. Whenever these tyrants produce authority 
to that effect, signed and sanctioned by the signature of 
their gods, — then, we will admit the white man's super- 
natural jurisdiction over colored men and all womankind 
— but not before. Then we will denounce these gods 
for degrading woman and exalting man. 

Neither whites nor blacks should seek to rule the 
other race. In public affairs, the intelligent of both 
races, when honestly chosen by the majority, should 
reign and rule supreme. In private life, each and every 
man should have the unbridled liberty to govern his 
own career. 

Since all men are bom equal and free, no man has the 
natural right to subjugate another. It is a flawless fact, 
a self-evident truth, that no man can produce a title of 
authority substantiating his superiority or ownership of 
his fellowman. The first man to enslave — the man who 
thinks himself better than somebody else — assumes that 
authority, regardless of the protests of his victims. 

A man can, by no possibility, have any just claim to 
authority he usurps or steals — much less the| right to 
transmit that power to men. No man has the privilege 
and power to rule and regulate the lives of men without 
the common consent of those men themselves — ^without 
the common consent of the wisest and the best of the 
human race. 

Posterity is not responsible for the crimes of ancestry. 
Nor is posterity excusable for the perpetuation of the 
crimes of ancestry. Heredity cannot bequeath a wrong 
and make it right. No man has the right to com- 
mit a crime, because his father did. No man can be 
responsible for his father's crimes. No man had the 
right to own a slave because his parents did. For his 
parents had no such right No man has the right to 
rule the negro because he is black. 
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No king or queen has the right to rule a nation simply 
because his ancestors did. For their ancestors had no 
such right Every man or monarch — every king or 
queen — ^who wields authority over man without his 
sanction, vote and voice ; every one, enjoys the profits 
and pleasure of stolen property and power. Every one 
usurps his state and station and tramples in the mire of 
usurpation the sacred rights of the children of men. 
Can we now see any wisdom, honor or justice in one 
man claiming the right to rule the rest ? 

No man — no number of men, have any claim to a 
a right that cannot be extended equally to each and all 
alike — ^to rich or poor, great or small, black or white. 
He who claims or assumes any such right is a bigot 
and a tyrant, an impostor and a thief of human lib- 
erty. 

Every man beneath the common clouds, has the 
absolute right to think, speak and do whatever he 
pleases, as long as he does not interfere with the sacred 
rights of others. All should advocate the universal 
equality and inexorable rights and liberties of man. Be- 
fore you take away my rights, plant a dagger in my 
breast and from my wounded side let the gushing stream 
of liberty return to ocean, land and sky. 

The greatest man, the grandest man, gives to all 
equal rights and protects them in the same. I want to 
give to every man beneath the eternal stars, the same 
rights and liberties that I claim for myself. That is my 
doctrine, my code and my creed. That should be the 
creed of each and all. 

The man who tramples down the ignorant, poor and 
weak, who gloats over poverty, hunger and rags and 
robs them of their rights, the unclean saint who tries to 
extinguish the divine lights of reason, liberty and love ; 
the injustice and iniquity of these men sink beneath the 
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power of scorn to tell — ^fill the heart with pity and the 
eyes with tears. 

To be merciful, kind and just is to be great. To be 
contemptible, cruel and mean is to be small. This no 
honest, intelligent man will or can deny. From these 
lofty truths, neither the ignorance nor the wisdom of the 
world can find a possible retreat. 

Every colored American citizen has the same rights I 
have, and one more. Being slandered, swindled, scan- 
dalized and enthralled by the christian world, he has the 
right to my protection and praise. Every time I meet 
a negro I, not only feel like asking him to pardon my 
race, but I hereby implore him to forgive the world. 

No man is great or good enough to own his fellowman. 
No man is mean and small enough to be bought and sold. 
No man is wise and kind enough to regulate the rights 
of man. No man is ignorant or poor enough to yield 
his rights to egotism and to place and power. Better 
walk in a peasant's wooden shoes and gather grapes 
about your hut among the hills, than wear a crown of 
plundered gold, decked with diamonds, pearls and gems 
made of stolen sweat and blood and tears. Sweeter to 
have never been than to have wronged our fellowmen. 

The Federal Constitution proclaims the negro's 
highest citizenship. And yet the states of South Caro- 
lina, Mississippi and Louisiana — and several more — ^have 
ignored the Constitution and practically destroyed the 
negro's rights. They have enacted restrictions favor- 
able to class and caste. They have murdered and monop- 
olized the rights of man. They have disgraced the 
great and living principles of the immortal Declaration 
of Independence — the first and only chart and compass 
to the rights of the human race. They have disfigured 
the face of Lincoln, and they have defiled his grave. 
They have defaced the penmanship of Hancock, Adams, 



74 'l^HB RIGHTS OF MAN. 

Franklin, JeflFerson and Thomas Paine, and they have 
blocked the gateways to the worlds of industry and 
thought 

My fellow countrymen, arouse ! You sons of freedom, 
arise ! arise and right this wrong ; for the shattering 
blasts of liberty are ringing round the world ! Amend 
these laws, repeal these crimes, for the rights of man 
sink deeper and rise higher than all constitutions, relig- 
ions or governments. Constitutional codes do not regu- 
late the rights of man. They should only prepare and 
provide for man to enjoy his rights. That is all — ^noth- 
ing more. 

All men are bom equal and equally free. No man is 
responsible for having the cheerful habit of living in this 
world. No man is accountable for having been evolved 
from and through the wonderful chemistry of na- 
ture. 

Therefore, since no man — yellow, black, brown or 
white — ^is to blame for his existence here, and is natu- 
rally endowed with equal and indestructible rights, every 
man on this ''bank and shoal of time," has an equal 
right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

And what does that mean ? That means that he has 
the sole and supreme right to enjoy the labor of his 
hands — the fruit of his brain ; that he has the right to 
enjoy these things in his own way ; to act his part in the 
great play of life on the grand stage of time. This 
should be the highest aim of every independent mind — 
the happiest hope of all. 

The negro was unfortunate and unresponsible for 
having touched this star of joy and strife. But he has 
the same supreme right to exist as the whites, with all 
that that implies. He has not only the right to live 
in Africa, where he is principally found, but he has the 
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emphatic and imperative right to migrate to, and reside 
in all the isles and continents of the seas. 

And what does that mean ? It means that he has the 
right to become a citizen of any nation on the globe ; 
that he has the right to pay his taxes, cast his vote and 
obey the laws ; that he has the sovereign right to rep- 
resent his people in conventions, congresses, legisla- 
tures and the presidential chair. 

Whenever and wherever his people are compelled to 
support a government, and are held in subjedlion to that 
government, they have not only the sublime right to a 
vote and voice in that government, but they have the 
right to discharge the duties — to enact and execute the 
legislation of that government, from the lowest duties of 
the humblest citizen to the highest prerogatives of states- 
men, generals, presidents, monarchs, kings and queens. 

The just power to govern resides in, and comes from 
the consent of the governed. Taxation without rep- 
resentation is tyranny. Subjugation without the right 
of franchise is thraldom. 

Property and educational qualifications for the right 
of suffrage are the death and damnation of a free and in- 
dependent self-government They are relics of monarchy 
— attributes of barbarism— opposed to the honest aspira- 
tions of the poor, and have no place in a republican form 
of government. They are political traps and nets, calcu- 
lated to create a class of wealthy plutocrats and tyrants 
— another class of insolence and anarchists, with no in- 
terest in the welfare of their country or their country- 
men. 

I denounce with all my heart and brain, any scheme 
that would destroy the rights of one single, solitary soul. 
For when the rights of a single citizen are destroyed, 
then the warp and woof of the grand fabric of our great 
republic — the greatest republic since man was man — 
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goes up in smoke and flame. Upon the logie of that 
rock I stand. 

These rights have been denounced and denied by the 
bigoted and bloated blood of common people and the 
royal lines. But they were rascals, scoundrels and 
frauds. They have been denied by the church and state 
— the clergy and the kings. But they were murderers, 
hypocrites and thieves. Still we are not insensitive to 
great sympathy for their debased ignorance. 

They scoflSngly say that the negro does not resist the 
violent, vile and vulgar treatment received from the 
whites, because he is too cowardly and ignorant to 
demand or defend his rights. Then so much greater is 
their wrong in trampling down his rights. The greater 
his poverty and ignorance the more he deserves the pro- 
tection and pity of men. But who would put his rights 
into successful operation, at the risk and peril of being 
executed by vengeance and assassination, or murdered 
by State and Federal authorities as rioters and revolu- 
tionists ? 

Again, I say that to encourage and educate the negro 
is the highest duty — the greatest responsibility that we 
owe to the negro race. What must be the social condi- 
tions, the moral feelings and the intellectual pride of 
those who rejoice and gloat over the misfortunes and 
miseries of the impoverished and oppressed ? 

If the thought of having maligned and defrauded the 
ignorant, poor and black, made me boastful and proud, I 
should count myself a distorted and detestable petrifac- 
tion. 

Think of that mixture of insanity and ignorance, 
whose supreme delight is to say: **I am better than 
somebody else because I am white. *' Why not say, " I 
am better than somebody else because I am black ? *' 

Imagine the philosophy of a man whose highest ambi- 
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tion is to advertise his character and boast of his beauty. 
A man capable of such absurdities, will sanction any 
stupidity that ignorance or superstition can invent. 

The man glad to see his fellows suffer and starve — 
glad to see the tear-stained face of hunger and grief 
withered and wet with want and pain ; that man has 
prepared himself for the commission of every other cru- 
elty and crime. The day will dawn when the world will 
weep for those who mock at tears. 



XI. 
PERSECUTION OF THE NEGRO. 

HERB are a few examples of the barbarities wliich 
the whites practice on the negroes in the South. 
During my recent residence there, I catalogued the 
following crimes — nearly all, with many more, commit- 
ted within six months' time, (and while I am naming 
these, I want you to think of the rest) 

At Natural Bridge, a negro woman was knocked down 
and soundly beaten by a white man, because she wanted 
her wages for labor performed. 

At Raleigh, North Carolina, a negro woman was 
knocked down and kicked out of the room by a white 
judge, because she asked for her money earned by wash- 
ing the judge's clothes. I never saw a man who abused 
a woman, who did not look real offensive and unclean. 
If negroes had assaulted southern ladies in this way, they 
would have been instantly mobbed and lynched to death. 
But the law did not interfere because these ladies were 
black. 

At McDonough, Louisiana, a negro was lynched for at- 
tempting to rob a store. In South Carolina, another negro 
was ferociously mobbed and lynched for stealing an 
old worthless mule. Another for breaking a labor con- 
tract, was viciously lynched and whipped to death with a 
buggy trace. Another shot to death for no specified cause. 

In North Carolina, a white man treacherousl** invaded 

(78) 
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a negro's home at the dead of night, and deliberately 
shot him down like a wild beast For this, he was only 
arrested, convicted and reprieved. 

In the same state, a negro was accused of the nameless 
crime. The lady on whom the outrage was accomplish- 
ed, stated that she believed him to be the guilty man ; 
that the offender was a very dark colored white man or 
a very light colored black man. 

The testimony of all parties concerned, showed that 
the perpetrator wore large broad- toed shoes. The ac- 
cused had always worn very small pointed shoes. This 
was all the evidence they had. 

And yet, in spite of this and these, the only substan- 
tial circumstantial facts in the case, the poor unfortunate 
victim was convicted, condemned and hanged by the 
neck, until he was dead — '* entirely dead and completely 
dead.'* The people, far and near, black and white, 
declared that they had hung an innocent man. 

The fraud and crime is simply this : When the whites 
outrage or wrong the blacks, the jury is composed 
almost, if not entirely, of whites. When the blacks 
violate the whites, three-fourths of the jury, or more or 
all, are whites. In this way the negro race is often left 
to the inhumanity of jealousy, prejudice, hatred and 
revenge. At any rate, they are excluded from serving 
on juries as much as possible. 

While negro defendants receive what the South is 
pleased to call justice, many negro trials are but the 
fiendish frauds of formal persecution. As no white man 
suffers capital punishment for murdering a negro in 
Washington, D. C. , so few white men can be punished 
for violating a negro woman in the South. It is a 
southern boast that few whites are arrested and arraigned 
for criminality against the blacks. 
^ In Georgia nine negroes were arrested and chained in 
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a warehouse, on the accusation that they were suspect- 
ed of burning real estate. They were all intelligent, 
industrious men, and declared that they could easily 
prove their innocence. That night they were all shot 
by a mob, and their widowed wives and fatherless 
children were driven from their homes, never to return. 
What had the helpless women and little, innocent chil- 
dren done ? Where was God ? 

In Georgia, a negro postmaster, because he was 
elected to that office, was shot and shamefully persecuted 
upon the public streets. In Savannah, a distinguished 
negro was sitting quietly in his home, playing with his 
infant babe. Just as the prattling babe was fondling its 
little arms about his neck — just as the glad vine and 
flower were lovingly mingling in the sunshine and 
shower of liberty and love, the brains of father and babe 
were blown by bullets into froth. Not the slightest 
reason was ever given for the cause of this horribly 
brutal crime. 

At Lake City, South Carolina, simply because he was 
appointed postmaster, a prominent negro and his little 
child were shot to death. His innocent wife and chil- 
dren were shot and maimed for life. His home was 
burned above his head, while he and his dead babe were 
consumed by the heartless flames. 

Right here let me ask another question. Why are we 
so heroic to protect the negro in foreign lands, and so 
enthusiastic to murder him at home, where he helps to 
make our country noble, great and free ? Why are we 
so brave to break the chains of Spain from the negroes 
in the islands of the seas, then return to plunge the 
rusty dagger in his heart ? 

At the very moment we were praying and petitioning 
a God Almighty to grant independence to the insurgents 
of South America and the gallant Greeks, Christianity 
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was defrauding and debasing millions of negro slaves. 
At the very hour we were protesting against the un- 
speakable massacres by the Turks, our christian civili- 
zation was lynching, flaying alive and burning negroes 
at the stake. At the very time contributions were 
collected to civilize the colored heathen, southern 
ministers were instructing their christian congregations 
how to practice lawlessness and brutality on the blacks 
at home. 

While the southern press pretends to denounce this 
damnable savagery, it generally concludes its articles of 
condemnation like this : ** It should be an object lesson 
to the administration at Washington, that the appoint- 
ment of negro postmasters brings trouble. ' ' The spirit 
and sentiment of that sentence are as infamous as the 
dastardly wretches and reprobates who shot and burnt 
Baker and his babe. 

The noble editors and citizens who denounce the law- 
lessness of both races, regardless of race, color or social 
conditions, are heartily congratulated for their manly 
expressions. But most southern journalists condemn the 
lawless blacks, then denounce the murderous mobs in one 
paragraph and encourage them in the next, that they 
may convince good people how they hate outlawry and 
show bad people that Ijmching is the flower of southern 
chivalry. 

Such journalism is the most infamous hypocrisy and 
sows the seeds of butchery and barbarism. What is the 
use — where is the consistency and common sense, in thus 
denouncing a crime with one breath and sanctioning it 
with the next ? 

When a negro is liable to be lynched, the oflS^cers exert 
little or no pains to save his life. As a matter of fact, 
they are generally in sympathy with the mob. Some 
are afraid to enforce the laws because they would be 
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lynched. The assassinations and crucifixions of the 
South usually disgrace our land without the slightest 
protest from the givers of the law. Negroes resist oflS- 
cials because they fear that when they are taken into 
custody they would be lynched. They know that when 
they submit to oflScers, they will be given to the mob. 

Again they said : ''In appointing men to office with 
no other recommendation than ' race, color or previous 
condition of servitude,* the Administration at Washing- 
ton did violence to the spirit and genius of American 
government" 

Did violence to the American government? The 
appointment of these postmasters was in exact accordance 
with the highest wisdom of the greatest intelligence of 
the grandest republic of the nineteenth century. 

I cheerfully admit that it was not in harmony with 
the tyranny, anarchy and heathenism of certain sections 
of the Sunny South. As long as the citizens of the 
South challenge and defy the just administration of this 
government, just so long will they curse themselves with 
reproach and shame — with dishonor and disgrace. If 
bad men denounce and despise the negro, worse men will 
brutalize and destroy the rights of the negro race. 

It is painful indeed to utter these harsh words — exceed- 
ingly sorrowful to repeat these awful crimes, for they 
almost stain the soul. But it is impossible to discuss a 
disagreeable subject without saying unpleasant things. 

However, I want it distinctly understood that against 
the misdirected inhabitants of the South, I have no envy, 
hatred or revenge — ^hold no malice, grudge or feud or 
hate. For them I have only infinite pity and eternal hope. 
For the honest intelligent citizens of the South, I en- 
tertain the kindest sympathy and profoundest respect 

Let me »tell you a story — a tale of woe. In 1741, the 
negroes were maliciously accused of forming a plot to 
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btim the city of New York. Many were falsely arrested 
and painfully imprisoned. More than thirty were hanged 
and heartlessly burnt at the stake. Twice that many 
were brutally tortured and exiled. When excitement 
and alarm had past, not the slightest evidence of any 
such plot could be found. This was one of the bloodiest 
outrages — the blackest crime that ever cursed our com- 
mon ground. 

Here is the lesson — ^the moral and the meaning of my 
story : Such is the infamy — such the barbarity of those 
who thus wrong their fellowman, that they feel that 
they should be punished. And that feeling becomes so 
strong and deep — so burning and intense, that it takes 
possession of the will, destroys the mind, corrupts the 
conscience and bribes the judgment 

Thus confused with guilt and crime, the hypocrite 
mistakes his own imaginations for the real intentions 
and thoughts of those he wronged. Thus dishonest 
men, through mistaken instinct, are compelled to inflict 
on others what they think they deserve themselves. So, 
these men — these tyrants — imposed on the negro what 
they would have imposed on a heartless master who 
enslaved and brutalized their own race. 

But listen to the sequel of my story. I want you to 
think of it I want you to recollect it — that, not only a 
little over a century ago, but right in this very age, in 
our own republic, beneath the beautiful banner of the 
free — ^in the name of mercy and humanity — in the name 
of justice, religion and law — in the name of all that is 
touching and tender in the human heart, the bodies of 
innocent men, because they were slaves and are black, 
were lashed naked to the stake and ravished by angry 
serpents of fire. 

** Ah," but they reply, ** you depict and describe the 
blackest aspect, the darkest feature, and forget the good 
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and true.*' The Declaration of Independence was not 
drafted against the good the king had done, bnt against 
the bad. The Emancipation Proclamation — greatest 
paper since the Declaration — ^was not hurled against the 
righteousness of thraldom, but against its vindictiveness 
and infamy. My arguments and denunciations are not 
directed against the good ; but I turn the terrible batteries 
of condemnation upon the assassins of a fettered race. 

Here are the threats and warnings which the southern 
press gave the negro during the race riots of 1898. ** We 
give the negro the same advice we have given him for 
years. He has no rights in this country when the race 
feeling is aroused — not even the ordinary rights of 
humanity. For when the color line is made and the 
race feeling is aroused, he will fin'' us all arrayed against 
him.'» 

^'Por his sake and ours, to save his life and our 
honor and sense of decency and manhood, let him go 
somewhere — anywhere away from us." Why not you 
go away from him ? Shame ! Such men are members 
of the Young Men's Christian Association, of Foreign 
and Home Missionary Socities. And yet they vow and 
declare that they will crucify civilization at home and 
support savagery abroad. Now that will never do — 
never ! 

How can a man entertaining such vicious views, have 
any sense of "honor, decency, manhood" or anything 
else? Could a naked savage painted and pictured with 
human blood, or dressed in the skins of wild beasts — 
could he with the scalp of a babe clenched in his bloody 
hands — could he utter a more malicious word or line? 

When a negro commits a crime, white bigotry and 
egotism take the liberty to mob and lynch. The negroes 
are not guilty of this crime against the whites. Many 
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negro crimes are regarded mere incidents and reminis- 
cences, when committed by the whites. What right has 
mobbery to take possession of law and life and fill the 
world with pain, simply because men are black ? 

It is a customary crime to judge the whole negro race 
by the criminality of its criminal class. This is not only 
dishonest and unfair, but it misrepresents the noble, 
good and true as being wicked and unjust. This is 
worse than wrong. The colored race, as well as the 
whites, is full of noble, honest, loyal women and men. 

It is more than certain that many crimes attributed to 
the negro race, are committed by whites in black dis- 
guise. The writer has personal knowledge that such is 
the case. And it is commonly known that white men 
blacken their complexions when they join marauding 
mobs for the commission of crimes. 

It is equally probable that some outrages attributed to 
black men, are perpetrated by disfigured whites. And 
possibly some cases of adultery and fornication, when 
detected in their sins, are shielded under the pretense of 
outrage, in order to preserve their pretended characters. 
An old slave owner cited us a circumstance, where the 
parents recognized their daughter in this wrong. When 
discovered in her iniquity, she raised the alarm of assault 
The daughter was rebuked and the negro sold. 

Of course, the negroes, as well as the whites, are guilty 
of these most lecherous crimes. We pity the degener- 
ated wretches for their dastardly imbecility, and we pity 
the innocent victims who suffer these horrid crimes. 
But the innocent must be protected and the guilty law- 
fully punished. 

That the human race murders its criminals instead of 
educating them to be nobler women and men, is a night 
without a star. To punish through revenge is a creation 
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multiplication of endless crime. Any kind oi capita 
or corporal punishment is a disgrace to the civilizatioi 
of the world. Lynching is the border-land of hell, t 
nation's crimes stain its every citizen with reproach, l 
citizen's crimes insult his nation's flag, destroy the hono 
of his soul, and cast a shadow on his native land. 

I do not uphold the negroes in their crimes. I do no 
protect the whites in their sins. But we demand by al 
that is noble and sublime, that every man, woman an( 
child should have a fair and honest trial before the court 
and bars of justice. 

No man is mean enough to be murdered by a mob 
No man is good enough to lynch his fellowman. I ut 
terly detest the mob spirit, the lynching law. He wh< 
unlawfully takes the life of man, he who murders unde: 
the pretense that the law will not take its course ; tha 
man at heart is a murderer of the deepest dye. These 
wretched reprobates — these lawless fiends, put out tht 
eyes of justice, stain the earth with human blood anc 
hide the sun with death. 

Many leading lawyers and statesmen — many stupic 
ministers and common citizens in the South, some in the 
North, recommend lynching as the best and only cure foi 
certain crimes. But we must obey the laws or return tc 
the caves and dens of barbarism. If good men disobey 
bad laws, bad men will disobey good laws. Obey good 
and bad laws ; but have the moral manhood to repeal 
bad laws and enact good laws. If outlawry, carnality 
and criminality reign supreme, what will become of com- 
mon honesty and justice— of common reason, liberty and 
love? 

These horrors must be denounced in the name of 
whatever section of the world they curse, that the phy- 
sician of criticism may know where to apply the curatives 
for crime. When the law-abiding citizens are reminded 
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of these things, they should exert every possible efiFort to 
suppress these wrongs, which disgrace the good as well 
as the bad. To denounce these sins not only defends the 
negro, but it protects the whites from degrading them- 
selves by ravaging the colored race. 

What was the cause of the recent race riots of 1898 ? 
For several weeks before the election, political vultures 
lashed the carcass of prejudice until its oflfensive stench 
contaminated the very air. Whites were arrayed against 
blacks, * ' Intimidation, ' ' * ' white supremacy, " " negro 
domination'* and '' the stars and stripes is the flag of an 
Anglo-Saxon race, not the flag of Africa," were the 
howls and war cries that saluted the black flag. 

Mobs of whites dressed in red shirts and armed with 
guns and knives, paraded the streets and assaulted the 
blacks at every turn. Their ballots were destroyed ; 
their houses pillaged and burnt ; printing presses de- 
moralized and demolished ; their men, women and 
children driven to refuge in the swamps, and their people 
shot down like dogs. And yet they want to tell me that 
the negro is to blame, | Was he responsible for causing an 
insurrection that had already been raised by the whites? 

Are the negroes to blame for being elected to office in 
the South ? Are they to blame for being shot, while 
casting their votes for their country and their homes ? 
Are; they to blame for defending their property— for try- 
ing to save their lives ? Have they ever raised a single 
seditious disturbance without a cause ? Is a man creating 
a mob when peaceably casting his vote? Were the 
hundreds of revenue officers and negro postmasters rais- 
ing a riot when they were stealthily murdered by the 
southern whites ? 

Why is it that these insurrections occurred when negroes 
were appointed to office or trying to cast their votes? 
I can tell you why. Just because the negro is black. 
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Because they want to keep the negro down. Becanse 
white officers are afraid that black officials would 
punish them as they have punished the negro race. So 
the whites create these mobs to scare the negro out of 
politics. Then they endeavor to convince the world 
that the negroes insult their women and are to blame. 
But this hypocritical deceit is no longer hidden from the 
world. We have found them out. 

Why should they fear negro nile? Have not the 
blacks the same right to govern the whites, as the whites 
the blacks? Have negro officers ever committed such 
heinous crimes as the whites ? No race could rule more 
relentlessly than the whites have ruled the blacks. No 
people have exercised the power of suffirage with a moder- 
ation equal to that of the negro race. Then why should 
they fear? 

The renowned and eloquent southern orator and writer, 
Henry W. Grady, declares that "history has no parallel 
to the faith kept by the negro in the South during the 
Civil War. Often five hundred negroes to a single white 
man, and yet through these dusky throngs the women 
and children walked in safety, and the unprotected homes 
rested in peace. A thousand torches would have dis- 
banded every southern army, but not one was lighted'* 
against their foes. 

Here is a specimen of the murderous misrepresentation 
and heathenism of the South. It was reported that a 
negro entered a white man's home during the darkness 
of night and murdered him in cold and cruel blood ; 
that the negro then seized and assaulted the dead man's 
wife, whose clothing was bathed in her husband's blood ; 
that a colored minister bribed this negro to murder this 
man and ravage his wife. If they were true, these are 
certainly revolting pictures of awfully shocking crimes. 
If revenge is just, such crimes certainly deserve a severe 
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and speedy punishment, according to the laws of the 
land. But no fouler falsehood than these ever fell from 
the mouth of man. Is it likely — ^is it natural, that in 
the midst of murder the negro committed the other 
crime against the wife ? 

The white man's name was Cranford — the negro's 
name was Hose, and Georgia was their home. Cranford 
was indebted to Hose and refused to pay. They had a 
quarrel, wherein Cranford drew a revolver, and the negro 
slew him with an ax and fled. The tragic scene was in 
the yard where Hose was chopping wood. Mrs. Cran- 
ford was in the house, and Hose did not molest her in 
the least. He killed Cranford in self-defence — and that 
is all — in spite of the countless falsehoods which per- 
nicious prejudice is pleased to write and tell. That 
Strickland, the preacher, purchased Hose to commit the 
crime is as foul as false. Strickland was a worthy, 
honest and reliable man, honored and commended in the 
highest terms. He was as innocent as the statue of the 
Sphinx. 

Hose was lynched and chained to a tree. His ears 
and fingers were cut off*, one by one, and handed to the 
howling crowd. His cringing flesh was gashed and 
carved with knives and reddened with streams of living 
blood. They cut open his body, disemboweled his being 
and skinned his face. His writhing body was flooded with 
oil and set on fire. While he was surging and tugging 
at his chains, he was devoured by the heartless flames. 
When his contortions broke the iron bands, they pushed 
his burning body back into the fire. 

The fires died out and left a ghastly, maimed and 
mutilated mass. The maddened mob yelled like demons, 
leaped upon the disfigured dead and ravaged his remains 
like hungry wolves. They cut out the liver and heart — 
carved up the flesh and crushed the bones^ and sold 
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these fragments as souvenirs to the angry multitude. 
These frenzied fiends crowned their crime by likewise 
mobbing another innocent man. He plead for mercy 
and begged his tormenters to let him die, but all in vain. 
This barbarity beggars the butchery of the Spanish In- 
quisition in her palmiest days. 

The negro, Strickland, was not guilty of the slightest 
crime. But the spirit and method of punishment em- 
ployed by the whites make their brutality blacker than 
the ferocity of heathenism. They were members of the 
supposedly superior race — citizens of the great Republic 
They arouse our pity and disgust. Has mercy fled from 
the human breast ? Were these people intoxicated and in- 
sane? Will the honest, manly southern whites refuse to 
protest loud and long? Will they fail to hear the wails 
of woe — forget to see the heavens red with fiendish fires, 
while their simny land is drenched with human blood? 

If I failed to denounce these brutal outrages, this 
heartless savagery against the negro race, I would be in- 
sensitive to the agony and anguish of helpless human- 
kind. This brutality, this barbarity against the negro 
in the South, has disgraced our flag and marred our 
history's most brilliant page. It has snatched the pearls 
and gems of love and mercy from the human heart and 
burnt the brand of infamy on every American brow. For 
the perpetrators of these beastly crimes, I entertain only 
thoughts of pity, scorn, derision and disgust. For the 
poor unfortunate whites and blacks who are barbarously 
murdered and burnt alive at the stake — to them I pay 
the homage of regret, the tribute of my grief. There 
will dawn a grander day, when these merciless crimes 
will forever cease, when the dregs and dross of cruelty 
and crime will fall from the golden scales of eternal 
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XIL 
REFLECTIONS AND REMARKS. 

THE cruelty and abuse practiced on the negroes by the 
whites, is the direct cause of two dangerous and 
disastrous results. First, it has a certain tendency to 
teach the whites that they are better and above the 
blacks ; that through their veins there flows some drop 
of better blood. This creates a haughty, overbearing 
disposition which finds expression and relief in persecut- 
ing the whites as well as the blacks. The ruinous 
impressions of these things are reversed and reflected in 
an unbroken and unbreakable chain of detrimental 
causes and effects. He who destroys the negro's rights 
clothes himself with chains. To refuse to give the 
liberties we claim, imprisons the brain, and blasts the 
soul. 

Whenever such stupid and absurd assumptions pre- 
vail ; whenever such barbarous blunders and beliefs 
destroy the conscience, bribe the judgment and take 
possession of the will, ignorant and mistaken men 
become tyrannical, hateful and vain, and treat their sup- 
posed subjects — their supposed inferiors, with untold 
persecution, punishment and pain. 

Second, it creates in the hearts of the abused and 

oppressed, a revengeful and spiteful spirit. Kick and 

cuff* and bully a man about ; rob him of his rights ; 

scowl and.scoff at his poverty, color a^nd sags ; -^edt -^himj 

(90 
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with all dishonor and disrespect, and you have prepared 
a man to hurl bullets crashing through your brain, and 
plunge a rusty dagger in your heart to the hilt 

It is all very well to have the self reliance and esteem 
to realize our physical or mental superiority. Because 
no man can outrank his foes unless he is keenly sensitive 
to his mastery of the situation and strongly feels his 
superior power. 

But when men employ their mental, physical or 
financial strength simply to serve themselves and destroy 
the success, the happiness and lives of others ; then, 
whether they are responsible or not, they become the 
common criminals — the dangerous and unfeeling ene- 
mies of humankind. 

We must be philosophers enough to know that the 
man who hates the negro is the product of his natural 
and social surroundings ; the inevitable creature and 
consequence of his pernicious environments — ^nothing 
more. And he rises in the scales of goodness or falls in 
the thermometer of badness according to the magna- 
nimity or contemptibility of his being. 

The southern whites are acting according to their 
highest natural powers and passions — in accordance with 
their mental poverty and moral depravity. They are 
philosophically irresponsible for their shocking brutality 
and imbecility. But the innocent cannot aflford to be 
brutalized and butchered by the crude and savage joys 
of the thoughtless and depraved. 

And still we ought to be philosophers enough to know 
that such men are not to blame for their beliefs. They 
are acting according to the strongest natural physical 
force, in compliance with the predominating motor 
powers and passions inaugurated by the dynamo of 
their brains. 

They should not be painfully punished except in radi- 
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cal extremes, but grandly educated to honor and respect 
the rights of man. The same force, that actuates the 
ferocious lion to come dashing from his lair and pounce 
upon his ambushed prey, leads and lures the motor 
magnetism of the human mind to perform our every 
act or thought. 

The fluctuating brain is the seat and organ of the 
mind ; the mother of all the deeds and thoughts of men ; 
the parent of all the actions and the instincts of the 
brute and beast. Morally unresponsible is the beast ; 
philosophically irresponsible is the man, for his every 
trait and action in this world. 

Still the innocent can hardly afford to submit to the 
reckless ravages of the blind and dumb desires of 
thoughtless force. They must raise the standard of 
revolt and unsheathe at any cost the glittering sword of 
self defence. Whether philosophically responsible or 
not, the lawless must obey the civil powers. 

Northern missionaries often ask what is the cause of 
this frightful treatment towards the blacks. I will tell 
them. While it is slowly dying out, it is the lingering 
influence of the silly superstition, that the negro was 
once a beast of burden and is now beneath and below 
the whites. The same sinful sentiment is found through- 
out the nations of the earth. 

It is the same social aristocracy that flatters the pomp 
of fortune and power and shuns the presence of honest 
poverty and toil ; the same despotism that compels a 
northern working girl to eat in the kitchen, sleep in the 
attic, receive her company at the back door and enter- 
tain her beau by the cooking stove or in the woodshed ; 
the same fashionable nonsense that makes a northern 
preacher's wife drive her hired girl from the pleasures of 
the parlor, just before she delivers her *' literary" essay 
on — ** How to rescue the poor unfortunate girls into the 
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wholesome and inviting atmosphere of social refine- 
ment." (? !) 

The attitude of such northern people towards their 
hired help, most graphically portrays the monarchical 
sentiments of the South against the negro race. Be- 
cause they have a better education, possess more property 
and perform less hard work, they think themselves better 
than poor unfortunate common folks and want to crush 
them down. 

But the great prejudice against the negro race, is more 

because of his race and color than because of his present 
or previous conditions of servitude. If the negro had 

been white, he would not be enslaved and cursed. This 

demonstrates that the narrow contracted mind is the 

slave of appearance, not the king of principle. Such 

minds mistake superficiality for reality and judge the 

world by what it seems, not by its inherent worth or 

what it really is. This great truth fills the heart with 

pity and pain. 

As a rule, the whites of the South do not vote strictly 
for their best interests, or according to the principles 
and planks of the platforms of their political parties. 
But they vote with a concentrated view to defeat the 
negro race. The enlightened world must know, that 
political elections are directed to destroy the negro's 
rights in the United States. Think of it ! 

They have declared again and again, that the only 
way to suppress the negro in politics, is to destroy or 
steal his vote. With their next breath, they would boast 
of honesty and reform — of the hospitality and humanity 
of the Sunny South. True hospitality and liberality 
never robbed the poor and weak to accommodate the 
rich and strong — ^no, never. 

The majority of whites in the South support a certain 
political party, because that party in the South, ignores 
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the negro's rights. However, the southern Democracy 
has become just as hungry for negro votes as any other 
political organization in the world. 

This, moreover, is a bounteous blessing for both the 
negroes and the whites. This will hasten the coming 
of that happy time, when a white politician will not kill 
a colored partisan simply because he is black. But it 
will bring that glorious dawn and day, when — with in- 
dignation, provocation and retaliation for none — with 
mercy, love and charity for all, they will labor, live and 
love together, in one grand chain of unity and union 
bound. 

The whites have reduced the negro to a social condi- 
tion where he can live cheaper than they themselves. 
Owing to his poor and needy circumstances, he is com- 
pelled to work for the least possible recompense in order 
to live. In this way he is enabled to pay more rent and 
work for less wages than the whites, thereby driving 
white renters and laborers from the fields of toil. This 
demonstrates that, as long as the negro competes with 
us, we reduce ourselves to starvation by degrading the 
industrial conditions of the colored race. 

In South Carolina, the whites are now trying to pre- 
vent this colored competition, by brutally whipping the 
blacks in order to drive them out of the state. If any- 
body must by chastised, reprimand the greedy, parsimo- 
nious and prejudiced whites, who employ the negroes for 
almost nothing, then combine to eject him from the 
state for competing with the whites. Quit this barbar- 
ous incongruity — pay the negro a fair salary for labor 
performed and you will raise the industrial standard of 
both the negroes and yourselves alike. 

I have a prophecy, and if it fails to come to pass, it 
will be no fault of mine. There is a distant day, when 
the negro will not be cursed and cowed for being black. 



96 REFLECTIONS AND ItEMARKS. 

There will be a happy time, when all racial prejudice 
and sectional diflferences will forever disappear ; when the 
whites and blacks will intermarry and mix together in 
all the realms of human life. In the sweet by and by, 
the equality of justice will finally and powerfully prevail. 

The most pitiful sight the mind of man can behold, is 
a human being deprived of his natural rights. The 
most pitiable scene, the most tearful sight, is the man 
unwilling to give to others the same rights and liberties 
that he claims for himself — the man who usurps and 
steals the success and happiness of the children of men. 
To consider the intellectual poverty, the moral depravity 
of such men, fills the heart with the deepest pity and 
clouds the eyes with the darkest tears. 

The negro has little part in the law making power 
— little part in the legislative, the judiciary and the ex- 
ecutive departments of the State and Federal govern- 
ments. South Carolina, Mississippi and Louisiana have 
practically disfranchised the negro, by requiring him to 
possess a certain amount of property and education before 
he can vote. 

Other states are preparing to do the same, as a pre- 
tended exclusion of ignorance from politics ; but the 
real end and aim is to defeat the negro race. If not, 
why add a property qualification to the educational 
merits ? Many negroes are unlearned— most of them are 
poor. Are not the educated poor fully as capable of 
intelligently casting their votes as the ignorant rich ? 
Such despotic laws and legislation foster the interest of 
wealth and famish the honest sons of toil. 

It has been suggested that the negroes largely desert 
their Republican party and divide their votes among 
other designing political parties. This, they say, would 
force his enemies to recognize his rights, in order to 
secure his vote. This would be like jumping into the 
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river to get out of the rain. It would pull the pillars of 
principle from the castle of colored republicanism, and 
pollute his honest, conscientious convictions. 

It would better enable haters of humanity to abridge 
and monopolize his political power. Bulldozing would 
continue to control the elections ; larceny would cast and 
count the votes — the returns, received and rendered by 
fraud. Why destroy the negro's rights to intensify the 
white man's wrongs? Cure the cause of crime by 
teaching the negro hater to be an honest man and gladly 
yield the negro's rights. 

For the negro to resign his rights and retire from pol- 
itics, would be a very unwise policy indeed. He has the 
highest interest in this nation as his native land, and 
should help to make the laws and preserve the peace. 
Sooner or later, this great perplexing problem must be 
solved — then why not prepare to solve it now? Let us 
now enlist and muster up the moral and physical cour- 
age to face the cold and shuddering facts. 

About seventy-five thousand persecuted blacks have 
fled to Kansas alone. The proposition that the negro 
should desert politics ; that he should evacuate the 
South ; that he should surrender any profession where 
he is painfully punished, is a cowardly suggestion. No 
coward ever won the honor or assistance of the world. 
If the negro deserts his own cause at home, the world 
will desert him abroad. Let him stem the storm oh his 
native soil, and he will hear the ringing shouts and 
trampling feet of volunteers. He will be defended and 
protected by the children of the great Republic. 

The nation that will not or cannot protect its protectors 
in time of peace, should not be protected by them in 
time of war. The flag that fails to defend its defenders 
is a disgrace to the world. If our flag cannot protect us 
at home, it will not protect us abroad. The flag that 
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weeps for foreign lands and laughs at its nation^s blood 
and tears, contaminates the very air in which it waves. 

Let us not astonish ourselves or astound the civilized 
world, by perjuring ourselves with the nullification of 
the heroism of our noble soldiers gone — ^by condemning 
the crowning deeds of our mighty Lincoln dead. These 
heroes made it possible for our country to be wholly free. 
We certainly are great enough to keep it noble, brave 
and free. 

Unless these painful persecutions cease, the threaten- 
ing indications are, that the negro must yield his rights 
to fraud or plunge into a desperate retaliatory war. 
The present contention will endure for years. Oppres- 
sion for prejudice and personal gain, does not readily die 
out ; generally it must be bled out To this all history 
attests. The negro must prepare for the great and 
coming event. 

The State and Federal authorities failed to protect 
him against the persecutions and executions of 1898. 
But the great mass of our liberty-loving people is ready 
to support his righteous cause. By all means, be care- 
ful, considerate and cautious, my colored fellowmen. 
Be reasonable and reconciled to the right — not boisterous 
or bombastic in asserting your liberty, but strongly and 
manfully cling to your sacred rights. 

By all means, beware and behave, my Caucasian 
countrymen, treat the negro honestly and justly — ^give 
him his liberties and rights. Remember that when you 
are tampering with his rights, you are crushing the 
mighty conscience of this great nation — ^heating the 
humanity and heroism of seventy millions of the sons of 
freedom. At the trumpet's shattering blast, they will 
leap forth upon the scene like lightning from the clouds. 

Tear down those bulwarks across their painful paths 
of progress — remove those heartless restrictions and dis- 
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criminations from their wide and rugged roads to fortune 
and fame. I appeal to the proud and prejudiced Anglo- 
Saxon race. I do not appeal to your stupidities, follies, 
and absurdities. I appeal to your grandest conscience, 
wisdom, genius, heart and brain. I appeal to you in the 
name of mercy, justice, liberty and love — in the name 
of humanity, religion, order and law — in the name of 
all of this and all of these, I appeal for the sacred rights 
and liberties of the negro race. 

When thinking of these things we are impelled to ex- 
claim : O, Liberty, linger not forever in the peaceful 
horizon of the yet to be — remain no longer above the 
angry clouds of persecution, poverty and pain ; but take 
up thine abode in the painful present — fill the world 
with reason, generosity and joy, and forever dwell in the 
mournful and misguided hearts of men. 

Tenderly touch thy soothing hand to the golden keys 
of conscience ; gently draw thy enchanting bow across 
the vibrating cords of the brain, and the wailing waves 
of thy marvelous music will enrich and glorify the 
human race, with reason, liberty and love ; the respons- 
ive strains of thy wild grand melodies will ring and roll 
along the shores of the human heart and bear the suffer- 
ing soul away on flaming wings of fire. 



XIII. 
DESTINY OF THE NEGRO. 

IT is claimed that the negro race is rapidly djdng out — 
becoming extinct. This, however, is a great mistake. 
The wish was father to the thought There are six 
millions more negroes now than at the end of the Civil 
War. 

As long as the Caucasian race continues to exist, the 
negro race will not vanish from the earth. Because all 
amalgamated blood — all mulattoesand mixtures of whites 
and blacks, are directly classified with the blacks. This 
continues to increase the negro population without in- 
creasing the whites. From this fact alone, the negro 
race will survive for ages yet to come. Of course, if 
amalgamation continues, the negro race may finally 
blend into white. 

There is only one possible natural means and method 
by which the negro race can be peaceably consumed ; and 
that is by tearing down the social barriers erected be- 
tween the whites and blacks, and permitting them to 
freely commingle and confuse. But this is not necessary 
in order to give the negro his rights. 
• Without this social commerce and intercourse, the 
ilegro tribe will eternally endure — ^will forever stand out 
prominent and distinct in bold relief| as a colored race 
among the children of time and chance. 

(lOO) 
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There are many more deaths among the negro children 
under five years of age, than among the whites. This 
fact is doubtless due to their impoverished condition 
and the uncleanliness of their homes. It is impossible to 
give a comparison between the births and death, of 
whites and blacks, because statistics have failed to record 
the births of both. 

Whenever their abodes are rendered more comfortable, 
wholesome, tidy, neat and clean — and all filled with the 
pleasant air of thrift — then colored mother's darling little 
babes will come to stay. 

During the last century, the negro population has in- 
creased about eight hundred and eighty-seven per-cent — 
the whites about sixteen hundred and thirty-three per- 
cent. The average proportion of negro inhabitants is 
over one-third less than it was one hundred years ago. 

How do we account for this singular result? It is the 
inevitable fruit of immigration. While the whites have 
immigrated by the millions, the number of negro im- 
migrants amounts to comparatively none. Conse- 
quently, two great sources of increase will naturally 
multiply much faster Ihan one. 

The actual native proportion of negro population has, 
nevertheless, strongly held its own — ^if not greatly sur- 
passed the whites. In the last hundred years the whites 
have hardly doubled their proportional percentage of 
population over the blacks, regardless of the enormous 
increase of millions and millions of immigrants. This 
fact alone conclusively demonstrates that the colored 
population increases equally as fast, if not much faster 
than the whites. 

The comparative native increase, including the in- 
crease of immigration, from i860 to 1890, is respectively 
nearly seventy and over sixty-eight per-cent. for whites 
and blacks. If the increase by immigration were ex- 
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eluded, the native per-cent of negroes exceeds by far the 
native per-cent of whites. Deducting the number of im- 
migrants for 1890 alone, from the number of native 
whites for the above thirty years, reduces their per- 
centage of native increase below that of the blacks. 

The negro has discovered that his future progress and 
prosperity do not depend so much upon his population 
or his lack of posterity, as it depends upon his industrial 
and educational intelligence. 

He can perform rough work and produce the raw ma- 
terial ; but his color and inability to execute the higher in- 
dustrial arts — more especially his color — ^have practically 
kept him from the manufacturing industries of the South. 

Still there are hundreds of competent and accomplished 
negroes who are barred and bluflFed from the higher pro- 
fessions by the whites. He must develop a higher in- 
dustrial standard and ideal — must think — think for him- 
self. As yet most people have not entered largely into 
that kind of business. And the whites must unlock 
to him the golden gates to all the fields of thought, to 
all the planes of trade. An idle educated man is a social 
tramp. 

The grand rally and final stand against the social 
forces, by which he is opposed and oppressed, must be 
made beneath the banner of a higher cultivation of hand 
and brain, or beneath the standard of revolt and the 
bloody flag of war and death. 

Hundreds of northern women and men — ^philanthro- 
pists and benefactors of the human race — ^have exhausted 
their lives and squandered their millions to endow the 
negro with a higher civilization. At first their almost 
fruitless attempts to engraft thousands of years of knowl- 
edge on three hundred years of slavery, seemed a great 
mistake— was like grafting trees on twigs. 

They put the negro in the higher spheres of life, be- 
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fore he learned the rudiments of thought. While the 
immaturity of the negro's intellect was incapable of 
readily imbibing advanced thought, he has nevertheless, 
acquired an incomparable treasure of scholarship and 
wealth, for so short a time. No people on this bank of 
rocks and rain, have even approached such a scholarly 
progress in thirty-five short years. 

You cannot invest the mind of man with thoughts, 
with ideas it is incapable of receiving and retaining. 
You must begin with his comprehension — his good 
judgment and common sense, and gradually strengthen 
his mental grasp and broaden his intellectual span. 
You must begin at the bottom, with a broad and firm 
foundation which supports the sunlit pillars and towers 
of thought. 

Remember too, — that the glittering dome of civiliza- 
tion is reared and rests upon the eternal walls of industry 
and education. 

Those who throw insinuations at philanthropists and 
benefactors of the negro race, should remember that 
these noble women and men have oflFered their millions 
and lovingly laid their lives upon the holy altar of 
humanity. Greatly assisted by the southern public 
schools, they have produced thousands of teachers and 
professors in universities, colleges and schools. They 
have enriched the South with some of the grandest in- 
stitutions of comfort, liberty and learning on the globe. 

They have helped the negro to accumulate millions of 
dollars worth of wealth. They have filled the land with 
thousands of scholarly women and men for every rank of 
industrial and professional life. They have decreased 
the enormous ignorance of the world, added to the sum 
of human joy and clothed the colored race with the 
light of industry and knowledge. In short, the philan- 
thropist has always led the onward progress of the negro 
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race. Those who sacrifice their lives for the elevation 
of humankind, are the pillars of the pyramids of progress. 

There is only one redemption — only one salvation for 
the negroes in the Sunny South ; that is, as far as the 
elevation of the negroes themselves is concerned. They 
must be educated in hand and brain, and educated to 
that extent that they will win the honor and respect of 
all mankind. Skilled hands and thoughtful heads, 
working together are the only Lords and Saviors of the 
negro race. But education on the negro's parrt alone will 
not solve the problem between the whites and blacks. 
It will only equip the negro with the most formidable 
weapons for the great struggle of existence. 

No nation, degraded with ignorance, indolence and 
superstition, ever won the admiration — the confidence 
and the welcome of the world. 

No people, who are honest, industrious, intelligent 
and prosperous will ever perish of starvation or want for 
friends. Although they may be ostracised by foes. 

A nation is rewarded and respected in proportion as it 
contributes to the commercial markets of the Svorld ; in 
proportion as it contributes to the great ocean of litera- 
ture and thought. 

The peerless Anglo-Saxon race is honored above all 
others, not simply because it is white, but because it 
possesses richer treasures of wisdom and wealth ; because 
it has led the onward march of man. 

And so it is with a single individual. He attracts public 
opinion and commands popular applause, just in propor- 
tion to his intellectual wealth and financial power. 

If one excels the common majority, in physical 
strength — in wisdom and genius, or exceeds them in 
fortunes of property, silver and gold, he becomes the 
center of attraction, Justin proportion to the greatness 
of his influential power. 
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So, I say, whenever the negro is better educated in the 
sciences, philosophies, culture and arts — in the profes- 
sions, occupations and trades, until his genius, conscience, 
art and skill become superior and unsurpassed ; then his 
noble services will always command the highest possible 
salaries and receive the kindest consideration and respect 

When a Negro owns a hundred thousand dollars worth 
of property and rents a hundred houses to the whites, he 
may have less difficulty in casting his vote. 

If he has millions invested in real estate, banks and 
bonds and railroad stocks ; if he has capital accumula- 
ting, interests and dividends being declared on mining 
interest and manufacturing investments, there may be 
less opposition — ^less objection to his riding in palace 
cars or prajdng in costly cathedrals with the wealthy 
whites. 

If he can make a better bargain, or raise a better crop, 
or produce a finer piece of workmanship, or paint a pret- 
tier picture, or write a nobler book, or compose and 
sing and play sweeter and sublimer music ; — then, the 
white man will come to him to learn, and they will be 
good friends — ^at all times, everywhere and forever. But 
the whites will shun the blacks as long as they harbor 
hatred for the negro race. 

I repeat, that the only peaceable solution of the negro 
problem is not through the wrangles of religion, politics 
or racial rule, but through the prime factors of generosity 
in the whites — of an industrial and professional educa- 
tion for the blacks. '■ 

This — ^this and these, only and alone, are the sole sub- 
duers of the earth — the one redeeming glory of the 
human race. Of course, it is implied and understood, 
that in partnership with this, we must educate the whites 
to respect themselves by having respect for the negro 
race. 
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But we must not require any sort of qualification, re- 
striction or discrimination for the rights of man. All 
sane men are born equally free, and their rights are 
measured and mathematical ; that is to say, every fair 
minded man has the same rights and liberties that others 
claim and have. These rights are intrinsic and inherent 
in the individual. When subject to infringement or 
abridgment, or based on anything other than or diflFer- 
ent from man himself, they become the sport and prey 
of something else, and the rights of man are dead. 



XIV. 
SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM. 

AT this juncture there is a great incongruity to ex- 
pose and explain. The negroes believe that they 
are perniciously persecuted, which they certainly are. 
In one sentence, they loathe these persecutions and ap- 
peal to gods to remove their suflFering — to stop and stay 
the hand of perfidy and pain. \ In the next sentence, 
they condescend to praise and please their gods, by as- 
serting that these gods are tormenting the negro to ac- 
complish some high and holy aim. Such an ordeal may 
be pleasing to the gods, but it is certainly exceedingly 
hard on the colored race. 

If gods are using the negro as an instrumentality for 
the successful accomplishment of certain schemes, then 
the negro has no right to complain about the cruelty of 
the whites. If gods are prompting the whites to perse- 
cute the negro for a purpose, to denounce this cruelty of 
the whites is blasphemy and crime. In the nature of 
things, there is no evidence or justice — no morality or 
common sense — to accuse or justify a god in such a pain- 
ful plan. The existing turbulence between the whites 
and blacks, is the result of natural, social conditions, of 
natural law. And it must be treated from the standpoint 
of nature, but not from the visionary dreams of mytho- 
logical theology. ("07) 
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If gods are conducting this matter, they are certainly 
doing their very best for the right Then why convene 
conventions and arouse indignation meetings, to wrench 
the negro problem from the hands of gods and seek to 
settle it ourselves ? This reveals the fallacy of such be- 
liefs, and should encourage and strengthen us to under- 
stand that in the settlement of the Negro Problem, the 
whites and blacks must be gods themselves. How do 
they know that gods are punishing the negro race ? Who 
received and brought the message from above? 

How can we solve this great perplexing problem about 
the negro race? Let us see. It is claimed that religion 
is the only redemption, the only salvation for the negro 
in the Sunny South. This is a great mistake. If theol- 
ogy ruled and regulated the minds of men, it would sub- 
stantiate the claim. But this is not the case. These 
religions are controlled and modified by man, to ac- 
complish certain ends and aims, tp satisfy certain desires 
and needs. In the South, they form the greatest social 
barrier of distinction and discrimination between the 
whites and blacks. These religions are great and good 
in proportion to the greatness and goodness of their 
founders and propounders — nothing more. In the Sunny 
South of to-day, Christianity is largely employed to im- 
poverish the rights of the colored race. 

The more civilization a nation has, the more liberty 
and freedom it enjoys — the more it advocates the uni- 
versal equality and everlasting liberties and rights of 
man. Whenever southern christians attain intellectual 
grandeur and moral feeling enough ; whenever they be- 
come civilized, they will accord the sons of men their 
rights. 

Can the clergy and the Church really solve this prob- 
lem in the South ? Let us see. Theology has proved 
itself a dismal failure in either educating the whites to 
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respect the blacks, or in teaching the negroes how to 
truly think or work to the best advantage. I agree with 
Booker T. Washington, who has wisely and truthfully 
said, that religion is not the earthly leader or redeemer 
of his race. In this position he is supported by the light 
of experience — sustained by the most scholarly research 
and investigation of past and present historical facts. 

Industry and enterprise are the source and base of all 
progress, wealth and worth. I^abor is the pioneer of in- 
dustry — treason, pioneer of the unexplored world of 
thought. No missionary movement ever succeeded or 
prospered where industrial commerce did not lead and 
clear the way. 

Man is so constitutionally constructed as to patronize 
and praise the most, that or those who best administer 
to his physical wants or needs. Spirituality appeals to 
emotionality and is of no practical use or real value to 
the human race. The desirability and sensuality of 
necessity, appeal to the intellectuality and control the 
life and destiny of man. Religion has certainly proved 
itself a disastrous and decided failure in teaching the 
whites to recognize and treat the negro as the creature 
and the child of their God. 

Religion has been preached and practiced in the South 
for hundreds of years ; and instead of teaching the white 
man to honor and respect the colored man, it has con- 
centrated its formidable forces in one great social army 
against the negro race. No social organization in the 
world has drawn the lines of distinction and discrimina- 
tion against the man in black, with such bold and prom- 
inent relief as the modern Christianity of the South. 

To remember that a negro's presence in a southern 
white church, on an equality with the whites, is regarded 
as a disgrace — this alone is enough to prove that religion 
cannot eflfedi a brotherly relation between the races« 
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More than that, it is immaterial what social society, po- 
litical party, or religious denomination we sanction 
and support, if we lack that generous and manly feeling 
for humankind — that brotherly respedl which deeply and 
sincerely feels that all children of men are our country- 
men — unless we experience these sublimities of the soul, 
no religion is great or good enough to destroy this 
hatred from our hearts. 

Southern Christianity has ever considered the negro's 
presence in white churches, on an equality with the 
whites, as a desecration of the sacred shrine and sanctu- 
ary of their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ — a pollution — 
a contamination of the altars of their great Jehovah God. 
And their Bible teaches them that slavery was a divine 
institution, ordered and ordained by and of this God. 
But they forget that that part of the Scriptures is but 
Hebraic history ; when polygamy, slavery, idolatry and 
wars of extermination were thought to be the laws 
of gods. 

What sort of religion is that which claims to teach the 
brotherhood of men, then ejects a colored ** brother'' 
from the christian church because he is black ? I plant 
this dagger in the breast of your conscience, and now 
what have you preachers and priests to say ? You must 
change your customs or your creeds. 

White christians tell the blacks that they are good 
enough to associate with devils, angels and gods, but 
not good enough to associate with man. Good enough 
to ride to church in the same carriage with the whites, 
but not good enough to occupy the same pew. Good 
enough to associate with whites in heavens or hells, 
but not good enough for equality in the church on earth. 
Good enough to wear the halo, robe and crown — to play 
the golden harp and sing the songs of saints to save, but 
not good enough to share equality in the church. Good 
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enough to be a child of God, but not good enough to be 
a brother of man ! 

While North and South are responsible equally and 
alike for the adoption of the infamous institution of 
slavery, the North abolished it at home long before it 
wrenched it from the South, while the South still de- 
fended it as a Divine institution, ordained and inspired 
by their Almighty God. For this, neither North nor 
South was to blame. The legends of custom and tradi- 
tion had imbued Jt deeply in the minds of men. 

In 1863, the Presbyterian Church South met in 
General Synod and passed these brotherly resolutions : — 
Resolved, that slavery is a divine institution — ordained 
by God ; Resolved, that God Almighty raised up the 
Presbyterian Church South to protect and perpetuate 
that institution. 

And yet these men tell us that they are Divinely in- 
spired, that they believe there is a literal, burning Hell. 
Would sensible men, believing in the torments of a 
future perdition, treat the negro thus? We cannot 
judge men by what they say, but by what they do. 
Such men are to be pitied for their ignorance. 

The Methodist Church was also rent in twain by 
servitude. The northern half bitterly opposed slavery 
— the Methodist Church South ardently upheld it as a 
divine institution, evolved from the very hearts and 
brains of their gods. These churches had a keener eye 
for business than they had for saving souls. 

This demonstrates that man's religion is largely de- 
termined by the geographical position he occupies on 
the map, by the rationality of his brain. Whether these 
churches have heard from God or not, since the Eman- 
cipation Proclamation, I am unable to tell. Their 
inspired preachers and ministers have failed to explain. 
If any colored people are members of these churches 
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now, just think of what company you are in. You are 
patrons of churches whose very existence was founded 
in human slavery and opposed to the equal rights 
of men. 

However this may be, the bitterness of the Journals 
of these churches in the South, evidently reveals no 
arbitrary compromise— especially in these dawning days 
of the heart and brain of the twentieth century, when 
this same Presbyterian Church volunteered its service to 
ring its bells as a warning alarm for the whites to begin 
butchering the blacks. To my knowledge, no southern 
minister ever commanded his audience to give the 
negroes their highest liberties and rights. I^haveno 
sort of sympathy for any such dogmatic doctrines, and 
will do all in my power to hoot them from the minds 
of men. 

In 1898, Lewis H. Douglass fittingly and forcefully 
said : * ' That a so-called Christian ministry defends and 
extenuates the barbarism of North Carolina or the 
savagery \ of South Carolina, awakens no surprise nor 
astonishment in the minds of those of us who were famil- 
iar with the wickedness of the Northern and Southern 
Christianity in the days of slavery. Ever eager and 
zealous were the sneaking and hypocritical clergy to 
denounce as incendiaries the men who, filled with noble 
love of humanity, dared speak a word against the bar- 
barous, licentious, miscegenating institution of slavery. 
The descendants of slaveholders, their hearts blackened 
by inherited love of brutality, robbery, and unbridled 
lust, opened in the name of Christianity and civilization 
their murderous onslaught on the colored citizens of the 
Carolinas, to reduce the Negro to a condition in which 
all the baser passions of the white man can have un- 
opposed sway.'* 

Many eminent and stupid christian scholars ; many 



SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM. II5 

until his wisdom, genius, art and skill have made the 
greatest discoveries and inventions ; reached the rarest 
mental culture and social refinement ; fathomed the 
greatest depths and gained the greatest heights of 
thought. You may accomplish and achieve all of this 
and all of these, but the plain and practical problem re- 
mains unsolved just the same. These things will emulate 
*he negro's mind, ennoble his soul and enrich his heart. 
*Jut they will not purge the hatred from the white man's 
mind. 

I am stubbornly opposed to wealth and distinction as a 
standard for human rights, because it is unprincipled 
and infamous. If we accord the negro his rights, not 
because his liberties are as near and dear to him as ours 
to us, but because he is powerful and rich, — then we sell 
our manhood to his fortune and fame, and we become 
but worthless dross. If we give the negro his liberties, 
not "because iie justly deserves his rights as a race among 
men, but because he is intelligent and wise, — then our 
character is bought and bribed, and we are traitors to 
the great principle that all men are born equal and free. 
Honest intelligent men will spurn the very thought of 
property and educational qualifications for the rights of 
man, and love to give to every child of clay his chain- 
less rights. To give the negro his rights because he 
flatters our prejudice and conceit with his property and 
personality, is degradation and degeneration to the soul. 
The more education we give the hated and despised, 
the more prejudice will hate and hold them in contempt. 
Darwin, Huxley and Spencer are among the mental 
monarchs of the earth. They sowed the seed of the 
subtlest and sublimest thought and filled the world with 
intellectual light. These men were slandered and 
maligned by ignorance and superstition, which have no 
knowledge or respect for marvelous mental power. 
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Only the highly intelligent and those who realize the 
rights of men and mind, can appreciate these mental 
kings. People defame these great men, because the 
public mind is vitiated and poisoned with traditional 
prejudice against natural science. The only remedy is 
to be great and good enough to give to all their rights 
regardless of their views — to teach men more independ- 
ence and liberality of thought. 

There are many negroes among the foremost leaders of 
the western continent Yet their wisdom and intelligence 
have not won for them social equality with the whites. 
The great fortunes of the wealthiest negroes in America 
have failed to win for them a popular recognition from 
the whites. Where there is no prejudice against the 
negro, he is treated with kindness and respect; where 
there is, he i? entertained with contempt and reproach. 
The fault is not with the negro ; it is with the whites. 
The only correction for this sin is to cleanse this putrid 
prejudice from the white man's heart. 

If education and wealth could secure the negro's 
highest rights, it would benefit only the favored few — 
the rich and wise. The great majority of negroes, as 
well as the whites, are poor women and men ; and under 
present social conditions, they will remain in poverty 
for years to come. A distinction that will not protect 
the rich and poor alike, is worse than crime. 

I am absolutely opposed to anything that would sub- 
ordinate or subjugate the negro race — ^bitterly challenge 
and denounce anything calculated to impair the charac- 
ter, bridle the brain or smother the highest aspirations 
and development of the race. No suffocation for their 
energies and enthusiasm — no muzzle for their spirit of 
independence — ^no chains for their individuality and 
manhood. 

I want no walls, no limitations in the boundless uni- 
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verse of reasou, liberty and love. I want the race .j 
have a cloudless sky of opportunity, side by side with 
the foremost soldiers of civilization and enlightenment, 
where the outstretched wings of courage, industry and 
enterprise can soar onward and upward forever, with 
eager eyes and anxious hearts fixed on the glittering gaze 
of the star of hope. 

Then how can we solve the problem ? What is the 
real and only cause of this trouble between the whites 
and blacks? The white man hates the negro race, be- 
cause they were once enslaved and are homely and black. 
Then the only remedy is to destroy this prejudice by 
teaching the whites to respect the negro as a human be- 
ing. This can be done only through the development of 
the white man's highest sense of reason, liberty and 
love. 

Is it not strange that men seek to transform the negpro 
race to suit the selfishness of the whites, without sug- 
gesting a cure for the real cause of strife — the prejudice 
of the whites against the blacks ? This is like applying 
medicine to a broken dagger in the flesh. Remove the 
weapon and the wound will heal itself. 

The white man's prejudice against the blacks is the 
only cruel cause of strife. It is in the white man's 
breast, not in the negro race. This prejudice must be 
educated out of the whites by ennobling their minds 
with the majesty of a kind and generous manhood. 
Respect the negro's rights as you would have him honor 
yours and all racial contentions will forever cease. 

What is this Negro problem? The white man is 
stealing the negro's rights. Then make the white man 
quit his robbery, give the negro simple justice and com- 
mon liberty of hand and brain, and the problem will be 
solved. You cannot evade the responsibility. The only 
great and grand solution is to give the black man his 
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holy liberty and sacred rights. Prom the simple hon- 
esty of this lofty conclusion, there can be no possible 
escape. 

We may flatter the stupidities, the follies, and absurd- 
ities of the human race, we may applaud the sophistry, 
superstition, hypocrisy and ignorance of those who 
would solve the negro problem by the transformation 
and transfiguration of the negro race. But the priceless 
principles, that the negro must have his chainless liber- 
ties and deathless rights, rise above this beggarly treason 
and treachery like a domed temple above a heathen's 
hut Let the white man give the negroes equal rights 
with the children of men, and their blood and tears will 
rise and disappear. 

Whenever the negro shares his rights and liberties as 
freely and fairly as the whites, then this senseless perse- 
cution will forever fade from the memories of men — 
never to return. Until we see the glorious dawning of 
that golden day, the proudest protest for the universal 
equality and eternal liberties and rights of man, should 
go up amid the appeals of prolonged applause. 



XV. 
AGITATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS. 

WHILE open, free and fair discussion will ultimately 
arrive at the star of truth, perhaps the reproach- 
ful agitation of the race question is all wrong — ^all the 
height of foolishness and fruitless folly. Mere slander 
and personal abuse, will not accomplish the desired 
result Yet sarcastic wit is appropriate and even useful 
in the proper place. 

There is in calumny nothing calculated to convict, con- 
vince or change the minds of men. You cannot answer 
arguments or rectify blunders and mistakes, by merely 
calling people ugly disagreeable names. We must say 
and do great things— dramatic things. 

Information, agitation and explanation for the North 
—civilization, education, persuasion and pacification for 
the South, is the best policy. It may be too late to 
peaceably remedy this dispute between the blacks and 
southern whites, but never too late to try. If pacifica- 
tion will not arbitrate it, retaliation is the only arbitra- 
ment left in view. But this we must avoid. 

We must arouse the northern people to a proper 
conception of the situation, that a better understanding 
and appreciation of this coming revolution may be real- 
ized. Some means must be inaugurated, sooner or later, 
for a peaceable suppression or military submission. The 
whites are determined that the negro shall not advance 
to the heights of place and power. The negroes have 

("9) 
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endured about all they are willing to stand. With a 
determination, they are ready to rebel. 

The North and South have neglected a great opportu- 
nity to exterminate this prejudice against the blacks. 
At the close of the Civil War, as well as now, a few high 
minded, noble men should have continued to lecture 
throughout the South, in a spirit agreeable to all, showing 
that nobody was responsible for slavery ; that the cold 
and cruel walls dividing whites and blacks, were built 
by ignorant custom and tradition ; that all prejudice 
should entirely disappear, and all men actuated by a love 
for all, should now live together as one grand race of 
humankind. 

The probabilities are that this in time would solve the 
problem. But it will not be solved until the whites re- 
spect the blacks as their fellowmen. War and martial 
rule would subjugate, compel and extirpate. But a 
peaceful solution can be effected only by a higher plane 
of enlightenment for the negroes — 3, nobler manhood for 
the whites. 

The suppression of free and equal expression is the 
death and doom of all there is of progress. Free speech, 
free press and free thought are the suns that light the 
mental world. In the unbounded territory of intellect- 
ual compromise, the arbitration of right, not the retalia- 
tion of wrong, makes truth finally and powerfully prevail. 

The stirring battles in the great struggles between the 
whites and blacks, must be waged and won before the 
courts and bars of reason — ^upon the stainless throne of 
thought. 

In this great conflict for the truth, in this great en- 
counter for the right, the negro must learn to labor and 
to wait — to conquer and curb his envy, hatred and 
revenge ; to sail the unknown seas of trouble with a 
courage that is patient and profound. 
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The black man can afford to endure the injustice of 
the whites, for patience creates and cultivates a noble 
spirit of humility and forbearance : although obedience 
through compulsion is moral servitude and breeds hypo- 
crites by the score. 

Martyr man against his will and his dust and ashes 
will protest through all the years. ** He who acts against 
his will, is of the same conviction still.'' He who acts 
according to his highest thought, shares the greatest 
freedom of the noblest heart. Still the negro cannot 
afford to surrender his rights to the paralysis of popular 
prejudice. 

But the white man cannot afford to destroy or degrade 
the negro race. Because it is a splendid fact in nature, 
that every crime we impose upon our fellowman forever 
stains the heart and leaves a deathless tarnish on the soul. 

Just as certain as our every kindness puts the pearls 
and wreaths of goodness on our brows ; just as sure as 
our every noble, manly deed sets another star upon the 
shining shield of honor— just so sure are our good and 
evil traits and acts reflected on the canvas of our 
character. 

Booker T. Washington, one of the wisest of the negro 
race — a man who possibly knows as much or more about 
the industrial and educational negro problems as any 
other man of modern times, has grandly uttered these 
great and charming words : 

** I propose that no man shall drag me down by mak- 
ing me hate him." I like it and so do all. Think of 
it. ** No man shall drag me down by making me hate 
him.*' The strongest, sweetest, purest words that ever 
fell from the loving lips of mortal man. 

This great and lofty declaration should be wrought in 
gold, adorned with gems and jewels and placed in every 
house and home. 
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* * No man shall drag me down by making me hate 
him." Noble, manly and sublime. There is no sub- 
limer sentiment — ^no greater line — ^in all the literature 
of the world. If every white man believed like that, 
the negro would no longer suffer cruelty and crime. 

Because we believe in treating the negro kindly and 
justly, silly folks ask us how we would like to marry 
with negroes. I suppose they would dislike to com- 
mingle with us as bad as we would hate to amalgamate 
with them. 

However, we claim and have the same natural right to 
accept or reject a negro's hand, as a friend, that we have 
to receive or refuse the whites. We do not enact laws 
against cruelty to animals simply to join hands in matri- 
mony with the beasts of the fields. But we adopt these 
laws because we hate cruelty and crime — ^because we 
pity the distressed and sympathize with the innocent and 
helpless prey of pain. 

We do not establish laws for the protection of property 
and the preservation of life simply to wed the world, 
but because we like ourselves and love our fellowmen. 

In various states, the honorable marriage of whites 
and blacks is a statutory crime. When laws interfere 
with the conjugality of man, they are trampling on the 
nearest and dearest rights of men. Any man has the 
natural right to legally cohabit with whatever race he 
pleases, as long as he does not molest the rights of 
others in the same. But understand — ^we do not ad- 
vocate or oppose the amalgamation of the whites and 
blacks. We simply say that matrimony is a divinely 
natural institution, strictly within the jurisdiction of in- 
dividuals of each and every race. 

I am not pleading for mere policy or praise, but for 
the great and fundamental principles of individual liberty. 
Men who live and labor for the rights of man, do not 
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plead for the hollow praise of fanatics and fools. But 
they fearlessly strive to destroy the vicious dogmas of re- 
ligion, custom and law. 

I attack the cruelty and unfairness of the whites to- 
wards the negro race, because every honest man should 
defend the feeble and defenceless few ; because I believe 
in doing unto others as I would have them do unto me ; 
because to protect the |negro' s rights is] to preserve my 
own. What is good for the negro race is good for mine • 
bad for the negro is bad for me. 

I attack the persecutions of the whites against the 
blacks because it is grand to stand between the heartless 
and the helpless, and halt the murderous multitude that is 
madly crushing down the rights of the negro race. With 
the whites on my left and the negroes on my right, I stand 
in the amphitheater of thought ready to encounter him 
who would draw the sword or forge a chain. The scene 
is sanctioned by the great tribunal of mankind. 

I attack this prejudice against the negro race, because 
it is the bitterest bane and curse of man ; because it 
teaches men to hate their fellowmen ; because it teaches 
that the most ignorant and degraded whites are better 
than the wisest and the best of all the colored race ; be- 
cause it persecutes the honest colored man who is begging 
for his liberty or dares to demand his natural rights ; be- 
cause it has filled the world with poverty and pain and 
raised the bloody flag of death above the black man's 
home ; because it has filled the land with unprotected 
widows, orphans, grief and tears, and mocks the birth ot 
every colored babe from the cradle to the tomb. 

I attack this prejudice because it prevents the progress 
of the negro race and corrupts the whites with tyranny 
and degradation in all their horrid forms ; because it has 
prompted fools and fiends to destroy the sleeping home 
and hide the darkness of the night with the blackness ot 
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death ; because it has maimed and murdered the in- 
nocent and helpless — broken oflF their teeth, put out 
their eyes, cut out their tongues and burnt them alive in 
chains and flames ; because it has enacted laws against 
the dearest rights of man, bribed attorneys, judges, juries 
and courts to force a sinless soul behind the prison bars, 
in all the dungeon cells without a star ; because it assails 
the champions and defenders of the negro race, and is 
lurking ready to fasten its frightful fangs into the hand 
that would break a chain or plant a flower. 

I assail the dishonesty, brutality and treachery of 
tyrants, bigots, dupes and fools, because I love the uni- 
versal and eternal liberties and rights of man ; because I 
detest and despise with all my blood and brain, the rusty 
chains of ignorance and superstition, which have bound 
and bind the sons of men to the brainless pillars of a 
senseless past. 

Without fear or favor, I challenge and defy to the bit- 
terest end of thought, the man who would assassinate the 
joys of a race, because they are ignorant, poor and black. 

I will fight and wound with facts, the man who denies 
and denounces the divinity of reason and thought — the 
intellectual supremacy and sovereignty of the individual. 

I propose that the bloody clutches of ignorance and 
superstition, shall be forever torn from the white throat 
of innocent labor and independent thought. 

For him who plucks the flowers from the heart and 
fills the soul with thorns, I can entertain only thoughts 
of pity, scorn, derision and disgust. 

I believe in treating the negro mercifully and man- 
fully, because he is my fellowman ; because he feels the 
stings of sorrow and suffering — the pangs of hunger and 
want, of agony and grief; because he shares the sun- 
shine and content of love and life — knows the darkness 
of despair and death ; because the tears that kiss a black 
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man's grave, are just as holy as the tears that consecrate 
the speechless dust of monarchs, kings and queens ; be- 
cause the negro mother, who stands in rags above her 
darling dead, hears the mournful waves and billows of 
grief that surge and beat against her saddened soul, as 
she wandering wails and weeps along the shadowy shores 
of death. 

Think from whence the negro came — of what he has 
attained. He came from the wilds of Central Africa, 
covered with chains and scheduled as chattels for the 
southern plantation. He came out of bondage chartered 
for the duties and enjoyment of the highest American 
citizenship. 

He went into slavery with the shackles of thraldom 
about his feet and wrists. He came out of slavery with 
the mighty American ballot in his hands ; with no walls 
or limitations for the soul — no chains for the brain. 

He went into slavery to toil and till for those who 
stole him from his native land and robbed him of his 
natural rights. He came out of slavery to enjoy the 
happiness of the home — the sacredness of the fireside ; 
to work and wait for faithful husband, wife and child. 

He went into slavery with a language whose dialects 
were lost and dead ; came out of slavery proudly speak- 
ing the eloquent Anglo-Saxon tongue. 

He went into servitude with the rags of bondage 
reddened and dripping with human blood ; came out of 
slavery clad in the shining garments of freedom and 
power — dressed in the spotless raiments of undying 
liberty and love. 

He went into slavery upon his bended knees, with 
uncovered head ; came out of slavery standing upright 
and erect beneath the beautiful banner of the brave and 
free. 

He went into slavery upon the blood-stained auction- 
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block, whereon were committed the vilest infamies — ^the 

countless cruelties and crimes of man. He came out of 

slavery upon the platform of debate, where he gives the 

fair exchange of honest thought, but never sounds the 
trumpet of retreat 

He went into slavery when the mournful sobs and 
sighs of the slave pen were echoed in the tearful wails 
and groans of the whipping post ; when the immortal 
blood of the lash was mingled with the deathless tears 
of the chain ; when a world of wailing anguish and de- 
spair received no word of cheer from heartless men — no 
care nor comfort from the tongueless gods. 

He emerged from the dismal caves and dens of slavery 
and entered the glittering halls of colleges and public 
schools — the domed temples of civilization, education 
and enlightenment — the grandest monuments of liberty 
and learning ever erected by the chainless champions of 
the humaH race. 

This, this is his brilliant present and his painful past. 
What will his glorious future be, needs no priestly 
prophet to foretell. For his final triumph no longer 
trembles in the doubtful scales of destiny and doom, but 
seems to bud and blossom on the loyal lips of every 
lover of mankind. 
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good and pious people suppose that the negro's color is 
an inflicted judgment from the hands of wrathful gods. 
They believe that Solomon was a negro ; that Noah 
cursed Canaan black — maybe blue ; that Noah was the 
father of a negro son, and that Jehovah put a black 
mark on Cain, Himself. 

But this is only superstitious supposition — ^nothing 
more, and the facts seem to be the other way. Consid- 
ering what the negro has suffered owing to his color, a 
god would be too loving, kind and merciful to commit 
such a crime, and the Devil is not mean enough. No 

origin of the negro's color can be found, and a black 
man, as a human being, is just as good as a white. 

According to the story, all of Cain's descendants were 
drowned in the Flood. Canaan was cursed, not into a 
"darkey," but into a slave. And quite likely Solomon 
was only tanned by the sun. All such foolish arguments 
arise from ignorance and revenge. * 'If gods cursed the 
colored race, man ought to curse it too, ' ' was the voice 
of hatred and revenge. 

The most remarkable fact about Solomon is, however, 
that he continually cried all is vanity, vexation and 
weariness of spirit. He had one thousand wives. This 
no negro would or could endure. If there is anything 
on earth calculated to make a man cry all is vanity, 
vexation and weariness of spirit, I think one thousand 
wives would be that thing. 

And still I want to keep on good terms with the 
ladies. I am their good friend but they have not found 
it out generally. Woman is goddess of the world. 
Woman is not only the grandest thing ever created, but 
she has every right that I have and one more — the right 
to my protection. Let white and colored women have 
an equal chance with men to improve and beautify the 
world. They gently sow the seeds of kindness, love and 
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sympathy which lovingly grow and bloom about our lives 
and shed their holy perfume in our hearts. 

Again, they say that character — morality, chastity, 
purity, honesty and intelligence, with all the virtues of 
the human heart, is the sole solution for the negro race. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. If every negro 
were a scientist and philosopher, with the highest wisdom, 
genius, heart and brain ; if every negro were as dignified 
and pure as the sweetest woman in the world, the bitter 
jealousy and prejudice against his race would hold him 
in utter contempt. Prejudice, ignorance, hatred and re- 
venge have no sympathy or respect for the superiority 
and knowledge of those they despise and detest. Civilize 
the hater to honor the hated and despised, and you have 
accomplished and achieved the great and grand result. 

Whenever they sincerely realize that the negro feels 
the pangs of sorrow and suffering, of hunger and grief ; 
whenever they intensely feel that he shares the happiness 
of success, the darkness and despair of misfortune and 
defeat — knows the sunshine and shadow of adversity, the 
shudder and the chill of death ; whenever they grandly 
feel the sublimity of these noble sensibilities of the 
human soul, then the fires of prejudice and persecution 
will eternally die out on the altars of the past These 
finer feelings of our being, these grand convictions and 
emotions, are the jewels of intellect, of reason and 
thought Reason is the sole subduer of the earth ; 
reason, liberty and love, the real redeeming glories of 
the human race. 

Again they say, that an industrial training in partner- 
ship with the higher education — the sciences, philoso- 
phies, culture and arts, is the only lord and savior of the 
negro race. Nothing could be more ridiculous or ab- 
surd. You may educate the negro in the professions, 
pursuits and trades — ^in the sciences, culture and arts, 



XVI. 
CONCLUSION. 

FOR thousands and thousands of years, the Church 
and State — the clergy and the kings — continued 
to enslave the poor and weak and black, to glut and 
gorge their quenchless greed for power, wealth and 
slaves and gold, by feeding the savage storms of war 
with rivers and seas of human blood. 

For thousands and thousands of years, the nobles, 
dukes and earls and lords and kings and queens ; the 
bishops, preachers, popes and priests and knaves — mill- 
ions and multitudes of aristocratic loafers and thieves, 
the royal vermin and vultures — gorged and glutted their 
monstrous appetites with cruelty and crime ; preyed on 
stolen wealth and toil ; devoured the defenceless sons of 
earth to stultify their vast gluttony, viciousness and 
lust 

While they were not to blame, since they were only 
the deluded instruments and tools of their ignorant 
times, the best thing we can say about them is that they 
are dead. The age of reason ushers in the rights of 
man. 

Through the evolution of nature and the revolution 
of man, the world has changed and is changing every 
day. Still the fleeting years of eternity roll. Still the 
ghostly clouds of ignorance and superstition rise and 
disappear — transform and fall in wisdom's balmy dews 
and rain. ('27) 
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Still our noblest thoughts and views are enthroned 
upon the brain. Still a grander standard of reason, 
liberty and love is immortalized. in art and crystallized in 
deathless song. 

Still the ghastly gods and ghosts, with their curses, 
threats and crimes and fears, are fading from the mem- 
ories of men. Still the pioneers of reason, science, 
hope and truth are pressing onward through the pathless 
wilderness of time— on and on towards the starless night 
of the undiscovered yet to be. 

The babe of liberty was bom in chains and rocked on 
seas of blood and tears. Fed on scraps and crusts, 
choked on crumbs and crammed on creeds, he reeled 
and staggered through the ancient world for countless 
years. 

This babe became the mighty giant of liberty and 
thought ; became the wonder and the admiration of the 
world — the masterspirit of mankind. 

He strode from continent to continent and stood 
astride the tides of time, while the eternal years rotted 
the ropes and rusted his chains, and he forever hurled 
them into the unfathomed caves of unretuming years. 

In his august hands, he holds the torch that lights 
the modem world. And he is the intellectual monarch 
of everlasting reason, liberty and love — king of kings 
and God of gods. 

The antiquity of the rude and savage joys of feudal 
life is utterly unknown, and no trace of its dreadful 
origin can be found. Of wars of conquest and exterm- 
ination, the bastard monster slavery was most likely 
born. 

Both sections of the Union chained the negro slaves : 
slavery was master of the world. But we must be great 
and generous enough — ^must have breadth and scope of 
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thought enough to know, that no section of the world is 
to blame for having human slaves. Slavery was a per- 
nicious social growth of a perfectly natural law, for 
which nothing in the universe was to blame. Slavery 
was the workmanship of ignorant, ancient times. 

In days of cannibalism man subdued and ate his 
fellowmen. Slavery was handed down from savagery to 
generations yet unborn. It was common to all kingdoms 
of the globe and followed civilization to the wild and 
western world. It was believed that gods bequeathed to 
men the heathens of the earth ; that thraldom was Divine 
and descended from the thrones of monsters in the clouds 
— among the stars. 

Slavery was so interwoven in the lives of men, that 
they rejoiced in the trade of selling souls — trafficked in 
human flesh and blood. Slavery was adopted and de- 
fended by the armies and navies of kings and queens ; 
sanctioned and sustained by the bishops, bibles and 
priests of every age and race. It was substantiated and 
propagated by juries, judges, courts and laws, and almost 
every sect beneath the sun praised gods from whom its 
blessings flowed. The Devil got no word of thanks 
T praise, 
n this enlightened age it is impossible for us to con- 
ceive how men could buy and sell and steal their brother 
man. But custom and time had engrafted and ingrained 
it deep into the heads and hearts of men. Superstition 
and tradition had led men to believe that politics, theol- 
ogy and law contain some mysterious infallibility. 
Nothing could be more absurd. All theological and 
political institutions — ^all governments, all religions and 
all laws are merely human inventions — solely and 
strictly the work of man — solely and strictly the creat- 
ures of the ingenuity of man's brain. A man capable 
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of believing otherwise, is capable of any absurdity that 
ignorance can invent. ^ 

So, from time immemorial, nearly every nation and 
religion on earth had taught and embarked in the slave 
trade. Politicians and statesmen cited cruel laws in its 
favor and took their share of the profits. Theologians 
quoted Scripture and recited prayers in its support and 
claimed their share of the gains. And they earnestly 
thanked God that he had so graciously ordained them to 
bruise the bodies and sell the souls of men. 

With the spoils of slavery Christendom erected domed 
cathedrals and costly churches — ^burnished with brass 
and gilded with gold — and, as it were, painted and 
pictured with human blood. These vulgar falsifiers — 
these scoundrels and hypocrites who built these churches, 
piously said that they were too holy for slaves to attend 
— too nice for the man whose soul had been sold, whose 
back had been bled that these churches might be built. 
A stolen sinner is better than a thieving saint The 
greatest man — the superior man, is the man who will 
not oppress his inferiors. 

Let us think a little more. And these are a few of the 
many outrages that intelligence, wisdom, mercy and 
manhood could not and would not endure. From the 
northern and the southern pulpit thundered these infa- 
mous commands : — '' Servants, be obedient to your 
masters. Servants, be subject to your masters with all 
fear and trembling." What must have been the intel- 
lectual condition of the man who wrote that threat and 
curse? What must have been the feeling, the ambition 
and the aspiration of a slave who was forced to tremble 
before the frowns of a bigoted bully like a whipped cur? 

I hate such doctrines. I execrate them with all my 
heart and soul. I utterly abhor and despise them as the 
wild and savage dreams of ignorance. They have cursed 
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the world with lash and chain. Whenever you hear a 
man quoting such infamy, you may well know he is up 
to mischief; that he wants to steal something from 
somebody somewhere ; that he wants to administer on 
the naked back of unpaid toil the savage lash as legal 
payment for service received. 

But let us be great enough to forgive and forget the 
crimes of slavery — great enough to forgive the individual 
who died to enslave his fellowman. We must not 
forget that slave owners had been taught to regard 
human beings as personal property ; that the laws of the 
southern states and of the nation sanctioned and main- 
tained the barbarous curse of slavery ; that slavery was 
defended and secured by the Bible and the clergy — 
tolerated and protected by attorheys, judges and the law. 

Let us also remember that the fathers made a sad 
and serious mistake, when they failed to emphatically 
denounce slavery in the constitution. Let us recollect 
that there were, and still are, a good many people who 
think themselves better than somebody else because they 
are white. Recollect, too, that these individuals are 
ignorantly sincere in their belief — that they must be 
kindly educated to have respect and feeling for their 
colored fellowman. 

So, we must be grand enough to know that all men 
are, to some extent, the productions of their age, and 
that the believers in human slavery and the degradation of 
the negro race, are no exception to the rule. All we 
can say is, that they were mistaken — that they will count 
themselves victors, who have been vanquished by the 
right — that over all injustice, false and wrong, the truth 
will eventually reign sublime. 

Slavery^ was the foulest crime of man — the blackest 
blotch upon our nation's name. It polluted and poisoned 
all the springs and founts of liberty and love. It dis- 
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graced our flag and marred our history's most illustrioiis 
page. It turned the arms of mercy into the chains of 
captivity. It forged the fetters that bound four millions 
of human beings to the standard of the free. 

Across the forehead of every master's reputation, it 
engraved the badge and brand of outrage. The man 
who took captive the lashed and bleeding slave, covered 
his own soul with the chains of cruelty and crime. 
Every stripe upon a servant's back left a deathless scar 
upon the master's soul. Compared to a single drop of 
blood shed by a master's lash, all the pearls and gems 
and gold of a world become but worthless dross. 

Slavery stained the hands of heartless men with inno- 
cent human blood. Slavery trampled all the tender 
ties of father and mother, sister and brother, husband, 
wife and child beneath the heartless feet of savage power. 
Slavery destroyed the happiness of home, the sacredness 
of love and burdened a helpless race with unknown 
sorrow, pain and woe. Slavery robbed the cradle — 
cursed and mocked the tomb. A mother's tears for her 
babe in chains outweigh the grief and mercy of the 
world. 

Slavery invented the whipping post, where the backs 
of honest men were lashed and bled by hypocrites and 
thieves. Slavery built the auction block, whereon weep- 
ing mothers' breasts were unbabed for gold. Slavery 
erected the slavepen, wherein the loving languished and 
died ; wherein fathers bitterly wept for wife and child ; 
wherein mothers sobbed and sighed for stolen babes ; 
wherein little captive children, covered with clanking 
chains rusting in their flesh, starvingly cried for bread 
unheard, and asked in vain to be taken back once more 
to kind mothers and happy homes. 

Slavery was the pillory in which liberty had wailed 
and moaned for thousands and thousands of years. 
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Slavery caused the master by enslaving his brother man 
to enslave himself. Slavery blasted his manhood, im- 
poverished his intellect, enslaved his soul and withered 
his heart Slavery turned the hearts of men to cheerless 
stone — ^petrified the brain and trampled down the noblest 
instincts of the human race. Slavery made some slave- 
holders wild beasts of prey, and these beasts were as 
merciless as a desert waste, as ferocious as the heart 
of raging wrath. 

Slavery was the borderland of death. Slavery stopped 
the ears of justice and sealed the lips of mercy. Slavery 
polluted our laws and corrupted our courts. Slavery 
raised the standard of revolt and fired upon our flag. 
Slavery signed the Ordinance of Secession and called the 
traitors to their treason. Slavery tried to destroy the 
nation and clutch the banner of liberty from the air of 
freedom. Slavery believed that the bark of bloodhounds 
chasing human beings over the republic was the elo- 
quence of justice. Slavery taught the meanest master 
that he was better than the noblest slave. Slavery 
taught indolence to live on stolen labor — upon the sweat 
of unpaid toil ; to ride in carriages bought with stolen 
babes ; to eat the food prepared by tired and trembling 
hands covered with chains ; to wear the clothes made 
and mended by loving eyes filled with tears. 

We have broken the chilling chains of thraldom and a 
nation holds up its chainless hands to read the rights and 
liberty of man forever graven on the brow of time. No 
more tears for stolen mothers or bartered babes. No 
more cruel strokes of savage whips. No more bleeding 
souls — no more broken hearts. The slaves are free, or 
sleeping with the voiceless dead, in the doorless palace 
of eternal rest. Upon their unknown, sunken graves, 
where the shepherd feeds his flocks, the happy flowers 
burst in beauty on the beams of day. 
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Every drop of blood drawn by a master's last, towers 
in naked sublimity, as a shameful monument to the vio- 
lation and desecration of the rights of man. 

Every soul who died in chains is the gentlest memory 
of our world. We pay to them the homage of our grief 
— the tribute of our tears. 

In olden times white slavery was the crime of crimes. 
When white slavery disappeared, black slavery began. 
The negro race has been enslaved for more than three 
thousand years. During all these long and lonely years, 
nearly fifty millions of negro beings were enslaved. 
Think of what that means ! 

Think of three thousand years of whip and lash and 
chain ; three thousand years of unpaid labor, blood and 
tears and death ; three thousand years of stolen fathers, 
murdered mothers and their bartered babes. 

Fifty millions of human bodies in fetters. Fifty mill- 
ions of sighing souls in chains. Fifty millions of im- 
prisoned hearts and brains. Outrage infinite — ^brutality 
untold ! 

The captive castes of Babylon and Chaldea were re- 
leased long ago. The servants of Egypt and the slaves 
of Judea, are embalmed within the tomb of time, while 
the land that flowed with milk and honey is but a desert 
waste, and Memnon's marble lips forget to sing their 
morning song. 

The serfs of ancient Greece are forever buried beneath 
her ruined wilderness of marble sculptury and classic 
art, and perhaps the palmiest civilization that the world 
has known, has become the splintered spoil, the shat- 
tered wrecks and the sunken treasures of aimless chance. 

The parent slaves have forever passed away, but the 
wisdom of their sons and daughters still remains and 
outshines the miracles that were wrought by Grecian 
gods. 



